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CAPSULES 


Pro-Hyd  50 

Procaine  -  Haematoporphyrin  Combination 


- 


rou  too,  could  find  that  Life 
with  Pro-Hyd  50  is  so  much  better 

Leaflet  available  on  request 

Boxes  of  30  capsules 

Only  from  chemists 

Price  £1 -32  incl.  VAT 

Manufactured  by  E.C.M.  LABORATORIES  LTD.  ENGLAND 

RAPHAEL  HOUSE  HIGH  STREET  NORTH 
EAST  HAM  LONDON  E6  2JA 
Tel  01-552  4344  Telex  261553 
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Analgesics 
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Cascara  Extract 
Scammony  Resin 
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Pholcodine 
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HYOSCINE 
HYOSCYAMINE 
JALAP  RESIN 
LIGNOCAINE  BASE 
OLEORESIN  OF  CAPSICUM 
OLEORESIN  OF  GINGER 
OXYCODONE 

PHENYLTRIMETHYLAMMONIUM  CHLORIDE 

PHYSOSTIGMINE 

PILOCARPINE 

SODIUM  TAUROGLYCOCHOLATE 
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Simpudty' 

heads  KC'5 
challenge  in  Fern  Pra  market 


A  MAJOR  challenge  in  the  £18 
million  a  year  feminine  towel 
market  has  been  announced  this 
month  by  Kimberly-Clark  with 
the  launch  of  Kotex  Simplicity, 
a  new,  top  quality,  press-on 
feminine  towel,  for  use  with 
ordinary  panties,  which  is  comp- 
letely flushable. 

Kotex  Simplicity  is  the  third  in  the 
Kotex  "family"  of  three  feminine 
towel  systems  —  planned  to  cater  for 
the  needs  of  all  women.  The  others  are 
Kotex  "loop"  feminine  towels  and 
Kotex  New  Freedom  towel  and 
pantie  set. 

Press-on    towels    are    the  fastest 


growing  sector  of  the  market, 
ahd  it  is  estimated  that  within  five 
years  they  will  account  for  one-third 
of  towel  sales. 

The  launch  of  Simplicity  is  designed 
to  capitalise  on  this  fast  growing 
sector,  and  capture  an  even  larger 
market  share  for  Kimberly-Clark. 

More  than  six  years  research  and 
development,  together  with  the 
experience  of  Kimberly-Clark  in  the 
USA  and  many  other  countries,  has 
gone  into  the  new  product,  which 
incorporates  many  advanced  features. 

Commenting  on  the  launch, 
Kimberly-Clark  marketing  manager, 
Mike  Fann  said:  'The  feminine 
protection  market  is  important  for  us 


at  KC  and  valuable  for  retailers  in 
terms  of  profit  per  square  foot. 

"The  very  nature  of  the  business 
ensures  that  it  is  not  affected  by  the 
ups  and  downs  of  the  economy  —  a 
fact  which  all  retailers  will  appreciate 
at  this  time  —  and  so  steady  growth 
is  assured. 

"Kotex  Simplicity  is  probably  the 
most  thoroughly  researched  product 
ever  to  be  launched  in  this  market, 
and  we  have  been  so  encouraged  by 
results  from  consumer  product  tests 
that  we  are  backing  it  with  the  biggest 
advertising  and  promotional  support 
Kimberly-Clark  has  ever  given  any  new 
product,  and  certainly  more  than  both 
our  direct  competitors." 


Barry  Tubbs,  Kimberly-Clark  product  manager  for  feminine  protection  products,  with  the  new 

Kotex  Simplicity  packs 


HPLICITV  ITSELF 


SIMPLICITY  in  use  -  simplicity  in 
disposal;  that  is  the  concept  behind 
Kimberly-Clark's  new  feminine  towel. 

Kotex  Simplicity  incorporates  a  full 
length  safety  grip  strip  for  maximum 
security,  is  considerably  more 
absorbent  than  competitors'  towels, 
and  is  completely  flushable. 

EXPERTISE 

Research  and  development,combined 
with  the  same  marketing  skills  and 
expertise  which  are  put  behind  all 
Kleenex  and  Kotex  products,  have 
been  brought  together  t,o  produce 
Kotex  Simplicity  —  a  towel  which 
combines  the  convenience  of  a  flush- 
able,  press-on  towel  with  all  the  well 
proven  product  pluses  of  Kotex 
towels  —  extra  absorbency,  softness, 
comfort,  and  user  confidence. 

SUPERIOR 

The  result  is  a  product  superior  to 
any  other  on  the  feminine  towel 
market  —  a  fact  borne  out  by  con- 
sumer research,  which  shows  Simpli- 
city was  preferred  over  both 
competitors  for  the  four  most  import- 
ant requirements. 

Kotex  Simplicity  is  packed  in  poly- 


A  \em\n\vu 
towels 


Free. 


Kotex  Simplicity  packs  in  a  counter  dispenser,  together  with  the  four 
towel  free  sample  pack 


bags  of  ten  towels,  and  stockists  can 

Kotex 

Libresse 

Panty  Pads 

expect  to  make  a  minimum  28  per  cent 

Simplicity 

profit,  while  retailing  at  a  very  com- 

COMFORT 

(rating)  148 

102 

136 

petitive  price  —  about  19p. 

SOFTNESS 

158 

107 

154 

The  polybag  pack  features  a  young 

ABSORBENCY 

84 

54 

81 

girl  and  an  attractive  orange,  yellow 

CONFIDENCE 

88 

28 

72 

and  white  floral  design,  which  was 

OVERALL 

188 

137 

145 

preferred  by  67  per  cent  of  consumers 
compared  to  the  nearest  competitor 
in  consumer  tests. 

n  woman's  poiiit  of  uieu 

or  why  it  pays  to  stock  the  entir 


KOTEX  Simplicity,  the  newest  in 
Kimberly-Clark's  range  of  feminine 
towels,  can  mean  33  per  cent  extra 
towel  sales  and  profits  for  stockists  of  all 
three  products. 

Explains  Lynn  Saysell,  who  lectures 
sales  girls  on  feminine  hygiene  for 
Kimberly-Clark  "Research  indicates 
that    the    three    feminine  protection 


systems  meet  the  psychological  needs  of 
different  groups  of  consumers. 

"Towel  users  can  be  categorised  as 
conservative,  progressive  and  very 
progressive. 

"Conservative  women  put  security  at 
the  top  of  their  priority  list,  followed  by 
absorbency.  With  maximum  security  their 
chief  aim,  they  keep  to  a  traditional  loop 


towel  —  such  as  Kotex  feminine  towels. 

"Progressive  users,  while  still  concernec 
with  security  and  absorbency,  also  rat< 
unobtrusiveness  and  the  comfort  of 
beltless  system  very  high.  They  tend  tcl 
prefer  a  towel  and  pants  set  such  a.j 
Kotex  New  Freedom,  which  combine;] 
these  two. 

"Finally,   the  most  progressive  towe 


nothing  succeeds  like  success 


THE  story  of  Kotex  over  recent  years 
has  been  one  of  continuing  success 
beginning  with  the  launch  of  Kotex 
New  Freedom  products  in  1970. 

In  a  market  which  had  been  devoid 
of  significant  product  innovation  for 
many  years,  the  new  towel  and  pantie 
set  had  a  dramatic  effect  on 
the  market  and  within  six  months  of 
its  launch  captured  4  per  cent  of  the 
market. 

Helping  this  success  in  no  small  way 
was  the  startling,  new  packaging  —  a 
bright,  colourful  flower  design  which 
was  a  sharp  contrast  to  the  'discreet' 
packs  of  old. 

The  market  share  has  since  increased 
to  7  per  cent. 

Following  this  success,  Kotex  "loop" 
towels  were  re-packaged  in  a  colourful 
floral  design  polybag  pack  and  the 
results  were  even  more  impressive  —  a 
100  per  cent  increase  in  sales. 

SUCCESSFUL 

Then  in  1973  came  the  successful 
introduction  of  24's  packs  —  which 
effectively  cushioned  the  imposition 
of  VAT  —  and  sales  shot  up  a  further 
31  per  cent. 

Hand  in  hand  with  these  exciting 
product  developments  and  sales 
successes  has  been  sharply  increasing 
advertising  and  sales  promotion 
expenditure. 

Now,  for  1974,  in  addition  to 
£225,000  being  spent  on  Simplicity, 
bigger  than  ever  campaigns  are  being 
put  behind  Kimberly-Clark's  two 
other  brands. 

£95,000  is  being  spent  in  a  year 


Kjgtex* 

New  Freedom  sales 

333 

266 

200 

100 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Kotex 

160 

"loop"  Feminine  towel  sales 

120 

117 

100 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

IQgtex* 

range  advertising 


£63,000 


£83,000 


£100,000 


£146,000 


£400,000 


1970 


1971 


1972 


1973 


1974 


long  campaign  for  Kotex  New  Freedom 
—  nearly  twice  as  much  as  in  1973  — 
and  £80,000  is  being  spent  on  Kotex' 
'loop'  towels,  an  increase  of  nearly 
50  per  cent  over  last  year. 


In  all,  Kimberly-Clark  will  be  spend- 
ing a  massive  £400,000  on  Kotex 
towel  range  advertising  during  the 
year. 


range  nf  Kotex  towels 


users  require  convenience  and  disposibility 
above  all  considerations.  However,  they 
still  require  the  traditional  qualities  of 
absorbency,  security  and  comfort,  which 
is  why  they  are  likely  to  choose  Kotex 
Simplicity." 

So,  it  can  be  seen  that  to  provide  a 
comprehensive  feminine  protection 
section  in-store  it  is  necessary  to  stock 


and  display  the  complete  rangeof  towels 
to  attract  the  entire  spectrum  of  towel 
users. 

Only  then  will  stockists  benefit  from 
the  business  generated  by  the  new  users 
of  Kotex  Simplicity. 


TALKING  POINT 


1)  266  per  cent  sales 
growth  is  expected  in 
press-on  towels  during 
the  next  five  years. 

2)  Kotex  Simplicity  beat 
all  competitors  in  con- 
sumer tests. 

3)  Kotex  towels  are 
being  backed  with 
£400,000  worth  of 
advertising  in  1974. 
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SHOPTALK 


they'll 

get  the 
message 


£225,000  worth  of  advertising  —  as  much  as  is  spent  on  many 
cosmetics,  drink  and  even  cars  —  ZV2  million  free  samples  in 
packs  of  four,  each  containing  3p  or  4p  coupons  redeemable 
against  next  purchase  —  that's  the  massive  promotional  line- 
up behind  the  launch  of  Kotex  Simplicity  towels. 

The  free  sample  packs  will  be  distributed  two  ways :  in-store, 
from  special  dispensers  with  a  4p  coupon  ;  and  through 
couponed  advertisements  with  a  3p  coupon. 

Estimated  to  be  worth  more  than  both  its  major  competit- 
ors combined,  the  whole  page,  full  colour  advertising 
campaign  breaks  during  the  last  week  in  February  with  a 
powerful  media  list  — 


Introducing  the 
perfected  sanitary  towel. 
It's  Simplicity  itself. 


SimplidU'h^;i|ii!K  ai!\  inUwMil'.i  pre**-oi 
and  absro  bcncj  tou  expect  from  Kotex . 

The  lull  length  snfcty-grip-strtp 


the 


elci 


nfthtfitoTtabKOrbcnj  u.wcl.  The  sir J|» secure*  th«uwel  sittcly 
[<>  your  fitted  iMnii«,s<tthcrc^inoehiinccof!Bljpp(hj;. 
Kcmoviil  is  easy  too. 

XiifUktling  withpinsorhrfworloops  Simplicity 
nitiiplypfetsnw.ly. 

Comfort 

Ami  Kot.CN  Simplicity  iswciwy  to  wear, 
Simply  position  thctowcl  i»sulryou,iwd  [hcccmlc 

vnUiK^i't'new  Ki>lo\S:mi'!iern  !wpsuimtiui 
.Wiuyiui  AnJ.lvciuv -Smiplitiiv  tii*>» 
ivc.ulj'  imoyour  very  own  pimlies  it'-  nltuosi  no 
dilVcrcnt  fronvtmv  othcritny. 

No  tctl-utc  bum  ps  or  butees  to 
show  cither. 

Abs<irbcncy 

Then  there'"  the  unique 
structure  ot'new  Kotex  Simplicitv. 
itesipnctl  s^hc  flow  is  absorbed  " 
evcitly  alone  the  lengthoi  (he 
ioAvcl.A"ndilccp(nsidee;ich 
towel  lstlwspcci.il 
i  i>ly-lilm  [Kicking to 
ensure  ftlaolutcsdfciy 
when  you  need  it 
most.  Sovousmy 
ln  >mtortaok*itnd 
cottfiileni  .ill 


Completely  Hushubic. 
Disposal  Is  so  easy  w  ith  Simplicity  too. 
So  separating  or  shredding  soiled  towels. 
Simplicity  Incompletely  flushable.  The 
whole  towel  simply  flushes  elennly  away. 


Feminine  towels       • .„!..,.,.,...«„.,  ,, 

An  advertisement  from  the  Kotex  Simplicity 
campaign 
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One  of  the  displays  stands  available  for  the  complete 
range  of  Kotex  towels 

My  Weekly,  Woman,  Woman's  Own,  Woman's  Realm, 
Woman's  Weekly,  Love  Affair,  Jackie,  Valentine, 
Mirabelle,  Loving,  Fab  208,  Petticoat,  Melanie,  Pink, 
Pop-swap,  Romance,  My  Story,  True  Magazine,  Hon- 
ey, 19,  True  Romance,  My  Story,  Beauty  Plus,  Look 
Now,  Date,  Cosmopolitan,  Hers,  Annabelle,  and  Pins 
and  Needles. 

This  extensive  advertising  campaign  will  be  seen  by  nearly 
90  per  cent  of  all  women  between  the  ages  of  13  and  54. 

The  first  advertisement  in  the  series  centres  round  the  prod- 
uct with  the  theme  :  "Introducing  the  perfected  sanitary 
towel  —  it's  Simplicity  itself." 

HIGH  RE-PURCHASE  RATE 

"Research  shows  that  this  market  has  a  very  high  re-purchase 
rate  and  level  of  brand  loyalty,"  reports  Barry  Tubbs,  product 
manager  for  feminine  protection  at  Kimberly-Clark. 

"So  the  sampling  operation  to  obtain  consumer  trial  is  the 
keynote  of  our  marketing  strategy  for  the  launch. 

"Few  consumers  can  resist  the  offer  of  something  for 
nothing. 

SUPERIOR  PERFORMANCE 

"We  are  confident  that  once  consumer  trial  has  been  acnieve 
ed,  the  superior  product  performance  of  Kotex  Simplicity 
backed  by  coupons  to  encourage  repeat  purchase,  will  win 
loyal  users." 

Special  display  material  has  been  designed  to  drive  home  the 
Simplicity  message  in-store,  display  stands,  show  cards, 
shelf-barkers,  and  the  special  free  sample  display  kits  are 
available. 


'Kleenex',  'Kotex',  'Simplicity',  and  'New  Freedom'  are  trade  marks 
of  Kimberly-Clark  Corporation. 

Produced  for  Kimberly-Clark  Limited,  Larkfield,  Maidstone,  Kent, 
by  Daniel  J.  Edelman  Ltd.,  Public  Relations,  43-44  Albemarle  Street, 
London,  W1 . 
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360°  visibility 
and  it  turns 
round  freely 
to  give 
maximum 
exposure 


Finished  in 
rustless 
epoxy  varnish 
to  make  it 
really 

hardwearing 


The  Rotary 
Sales 

Spacemaker 
is  on  castors 
so  you  can 
move  it 
easily 


SHOWS  MORE -SELLS  MORE-EARNS  MORE 


•  65' PRODUCT  FACINGS 

•  CAPACITY-OVER  1/2  TON 

•  ROTARY  AND  MOBILE 

•  WITH  WIRE  BASKETS - 
WOOD  SHELVES-OR  HOOKS 

•  SHELVES  ADJUSTABLE  TO 
SUIT  YOUR  REQUIREMENTS 

•  33  DIAMETER -63  HEIGHT 

®   ASSEMBLED  IN  10-15  MINUTES 


To:  R.D.S. GROUP  LIMITED, 
7,  HIGH  STREET,  EWELL, SURREY 
Tel  -  01-394  0211 

Please  send  me  full  details  ol  Rotary  Spacemaker 

NAME   

ADDRESS   


TRADE  TEL. 


CD. 
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Comment 


New  pensions 

The  Social  Security  Act  1973  gives  every  employee 
the  chance  to  build  a  second  pension  (in  addition  to 
the  "old  age"  pension)  out  of  earnings. 

From  April  1 975,  every  employee  over  21  must  be 
included  in  one  of  the  two  arrangements  by  which  this 
second  pension  can  be  provided  The  first,  and  the 
one  the  government  prefers,  is  a  company  pension 
scheme.  Under  the  new  law,  all  company  schemes 
must  offer  certain  levels  of  benefit;  these  cover  not 
only  the  amount  of  pension  payable  when  an  employee 
retires,  but  also  a  pension  for  his  widow,  the  right 
to  preserve  his  pension  benefits  when  he  changes 
jobs,  and  sound  financing  of  the  scheme. 

If  the  scheme  does  not  come  up  to  the  standards  on 
any  of  these  points,  it  will  not  be  officially 
"recognised"  by  the  Occupational  Pensions  Board. 
Employees  not  so  catered  for  will  be  covered  by  the 
new  State  Reserve  Scheme. 

Employers  have  first  to  decide  whether  to  opt  for  a 
company  scheme  or  the  State  Reserve  Scheme.  They 
have  to  negotiate  the  benefits  through  their  pensions 
consultants,  get  the  scheme  officially  approved  by  the 
Occupational  Pensions  Board,  give  the  requisite  two 
months'  notice  to  employees  about  which  decision 
has  been  taken,  and  have  the  whole  scheme 
operational  by  April  1975. 

The  State  Reserve  Scheme  is  very  much  a  "fallback" 
arrangement,  and  as  such  gives  only  moderate 
benefits  and  lacks  flexibility.  Contributions  total 
|4  per  cent  of  payroll — 2  \  per  cent  from  employers  and 
1  {  per  cent  from  employees — and  the  scheme 
(operates  on  a  money  purchase"  basis — pension 
benefits  depend  upon  how  long  each  individual  has 
been  contributing.  Since  only  one  and  a  half  times  the 
national  average  wage — currently  £54 — ranks  for 
pension  benefit,  the  Reserve  Scheme  does  not  cater 
adequately  for  the  higher  paid. 

Company  schemes  can  offer  higher  benefits  because 
more  money  can  be  invested  in  them,  and  the  best  are 
on  a  "final  salary"  basis — related  to  an  employee's 
earnings  in  the  period  immediately  before  retirement. 
Arrangements  can  also  be  made  to  protect  the 
employee's  wife  and  family  against  loss  of  the 


"breadwinner",  and  to  provide  options  if  the  employee 
decides  to  retire  early. 

The  Company  Pensions  Information  Centre, 
sponsored  by  24  of  the  leading  life  assurance 
companies  in  the  pensions  field  has  been  set  up  to 
promote  awareness  of  the  new  law  among  employers. 
Is  it,  for  example,  appropriate  for  a  small  company  to 
have  its  own  scheme,  or  should  it  rely  on  the  State 
Reserve  Scheme  ? 

There  are  also  a  growing  number  of  "association 
schemes"  offering  a  pensions  package— such  as  that 
announced  this  week  by  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  (see  p.  118).  These  may  be  particularly  suitable 
for  small  companies,  but  the  benefits  they  offer  may 
be  pitched  at  an  average  level,  and  the  employer  who 
wants  the  best  will  have  to  negotiate  his  own  private 
scheme,  according  to  Lord  Byers,  chairman  of  the 
C.P.I.C. 

But  the  biggest  problem  of  all  is  urgency.  Apart  from 
the  companies  which  now  have  no  pension  scheme, 
there  are  65,000  schemes  in  existence,  and  nine  out 
of  ten  will  need  to  be  amended  in  some  aspect  in  order 
to  meet  the  standards  for  recognition.  That  means  a 
massive  workload  for  the  pensions  industry,  and  if 
employers  delay  taking  action  until  the  second  half  of 
1974,  there  is  the  danger  that  a  log  jam  will  build  up. 
The  result  will  be  that  schemes  may  not  be  processed 
in  time  and  employees  in  those  companies  will 
automatically  fall  into  the  Reserve  Scheme. 

Lord  Byers  has  emphasised  that  the  real  deadline  is 
January  1975,  when  employers  must  give  the 
statutory  notice  of  their  decision.  He  points  out  that 
negotiating  and  installing  a  pension  scheme  is  a 
time-consuming  and  complicated  process;  it  is 
unlikely  to  take  less  than  six  months. 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  is  therefore 
"cutting  it  fine"  in  producing  the  details  of  its  scheme. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  proposals  will  indeed  be  as 
tempting  to  all  members  as  the  "prospectus"  makes 
out,  because  any  employer  who  has  delayed  consulting 
a  pensions  adviser  could  find  time  against  him  should 
his  expectations  prove  unfounded  or  should  he  want 
some  special  features  covered  in  his  scheme. 


Association  for  information 
officers  to  be  set  up 

A.  new  body — the  Association  of  Infor- 
mation Officers  in  the  Pharmaceutical  In- 
dustry— is  being  formed  to  act  as-  a  more 
formal  means  of  communication  between 
nformation  officers  and  librarians  work- 
ng  in  the  industry. 

The  AIOPI  is  to  hold  an  inaugural 
inference  at  the  University  of  Kent, 
fuly  9-11.  The  conference  will  consist  of 
hree  main  sessions  dealing  with  internal 
nformation  systems  and  data  banks,  on- 
ine  computer  systems  and  a  general  ses- 


sion on  products,  patents  and  intelligence. 
A  tour  of  Pfizer's  technical  information 
department  is  also  planned.  Further  de- 
tails are  obtainable  from  Dr  T.  K.  Devon, 
Pfizer  Ltd,  Central  Research,  Ramsgate 
Road,  Sandwich,  Kent. 

Librium  'substitution' 
during  shortage 

The  Central  NHS  (Chemist  Contractors) 
Committee  states  that  because  of  the  short- 
age of  Librium  tablets  and  capsules,  the 
Department  of  Health  has  agreed  that  if 
the  chemist  contractor  endorses  the  form 


EC  10  indicating  he  has  obtained  the  pre- 
scriber's  authority  to  dispense  another 
brand  of  chlordiazepoxide  tablets  and 
capsules  or  an  alternative  preparation, 
payment  will  be  certified  for  the  prepara- 
tion the  pharmacist  has  supplied.  An  en- 
dorsement saying  "Doctor  telephoned; . . . 
supplied/dispensed"  will  suffice. 


Bed  bug? 


Referring  to  "reds  under  the  bed"  scares, 
Mr  Laurie  Pavitt  MP  told  a  Press  con- 
ference last  week  he  was  sure  the  ABPI 
looked  for  him  under  their  beds  at  night. 
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Poisons  Rules  changes  for  oral 
contraceptives,  paraquat 


Changes  in  the  Poison  Rules  coming  into 
operation  March  1  allow  general  practice 
pharmacists  to  dispense  prescriptions  for 
oral  contraceptives  on  the  same  terms  as 
family  planning  clinics. 

The  Poisons  (Amendment)  Rules  1974 
(HM  Stationery  Office,  SI  No  81,  6p) 
amend  rule  32  of  the  Poisons  Rules  1972 
to  remove  all  restrictions  for  retail  phar- 
macy dispensing  of  oral  contraceptives 
except  for  the  need  for  a  medical  practi- 
tioner's prescription  and  labelling  require- 
ments. This  now  allows  a  part  supply  to 
be  given  against  a  prescription. 

Salts  of  paraquat  are  added  to  Schedules 
1,  5A  and  5B  of  the  Poisons  Rules  —  the 
added  restriction  on  listed  sellers  in 
Schedule  5  being  supply  only  for  the  trade 
or  business  of  agriculture  or  horticulture, 
(granular  preparations  containing  less  than 
five  per  cent  of  paraquat  salts  are  not 
affected).  Rule  26(l)(b)  —  which  states 
the  size  below  which  a  bottle  in  which  a 
poison  is  sold  is  required  to  be  fluted  — 
is  changed  to  reduce  the  size  from  120fl 
oz  to  40fl  oz  (1136ml). 

A  new  caution  label  is  introduced  in 
Schedule  7  of  the  Rules  for  preparations 
containing  aluminium  phosphide:  "Cau- 
tion. This  preparation  is  poisonous  and 
gives  off  a  poisonous  vapour  on  exposure 
to  air.  Do  not  swallow,  inhale  the  vapour 
or  allow  contact  with  the  skin."  Alumi- 
nium phosphide  itself  is  added  to 
Schedules  1  and  8  of  the  Rules. 

Other  substances  whose  controls  are 
changed  are: 

Chloropicrin  Part  1,  SI,  S7,  S8. 
Methidathion  Part  II,  SI,  5A,  5B,  S8. 
Salts  of  thallium  replaces  "thallium  sul- 
phate" in  Rule  18(3)  and  Schedule  13  thus 
extending  the  restrictions  on  thallium  sul- 
phate to  all  salts  of  thallium.  There  is 
however  an  exemption  for  industrial  uses. 

The  Poisons  List  changes  are  given  in 
The  Poisons  List  Order  1974  SI  1974  No  8 
(HM  Stationery  Office  3p). 


Contraceptive  supply  plans 
at  'advanced  stage' 

The  Department  of  Health  has  denied 
that  any  definite  decision  has  been  made 
to  restrict  distribution  of  condoms  to 
clinics  and  hospitals  when  the  reorgan- 
ised NHS  family  planning  programme 
comes  into  effect.  The  Department  says 
negotiations  are  still  in  progress. 

An  article  in  last  week's  Pulse  claimed 
that  "tentative  proposals  for  a  distribu- 
tion service  by  chemists  were  abandoned 
early  in  the  negotiations  as  impractical 
and  unacceptable". 

A  spokesman  from  the  British  Medical 
Association  said  plans  establishing  the 
role  of  general  practitioners  in  the  service 


are  at  an  advanced  stage  and  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  their  independent  review  body 
for  pricing.  He  confirmed  that  doctors  are 
unwilling  to  prescribe  the  condom  on 
EC10. 

'Which?'  investigates 
toothpaste  formal  as 

Toothpaste  is  no  better  than  water  reports 
the  February  Which?  The  brushing  action 
cleans  the  teeth  rather  than  the  tooth- 
paste and  the  report  says  almost  the  only 
useful  purpose  toothpaste  serves  is  to  en- 
courage people  to  brush  their  teeth. 

"The  only  really  positive  step  you  can 
take  in  buying  toothpaste  is  to  go  for 
fluoride:  no  other  toothpaste  ingredient 
has  been  shown  to  cut  down  tooth  decay." 

However,  the  older  the  toothpaste  the 
less  effective  it  becomes  as  the  fluoride 
forms  insoluble  salts,  says  Which?,  sug- 
gesting there  may  be  a  case  for  open  date 


stamping  of  fluoride  toothpaste.  "Yoi 
should  buy  fluoride  toothpaste  from  a 
busy  chemist  or  supermarket  with  a  rapic 
turnover  and  not  get  a  year's  supply  ai 
once." 

The  report  recommends  seeing  a  dentist 
rather  than  buying  a  special  toofhpast« 
for  sensitive  teeth  or  sore  gums. 

Although  none  of  the  toothpaste; 
tested  were  thought  to  be  too  abrasiv« 
Which?  suggests  using  the  less  abrasivt 
brands  (which  in  the  fluoride  range  an 
Boots  fluoride,  Colgate  plus  MFP,  Aqua- 
fresh,  Colgate  fluor  and  Si-Ko). 

Trying  to  sort  out  the  confusion  be- 
tween acid  or  alkaline  toothpaste,  Which? 
says  Si-Ko,  although  perhaps  useful  in 
preventing  tartar  formation,  is  too  acid  foi 
use  unless  recommended  by  the  dentist 
"Milk  of  Magnesia"  would  only  be  effec- 
tive against  acids  while  the  toothpaste  is 
in  the  mouth  and  proper  cleaning  with  any 
toothpaste  should  inhibit  acid  formation 
says  the  report. 

□  Husbands  influence  wives  in  deciding 
which  brand  of  toothpaste  and  shampoc 
to  buy,  acording  to  a  recent  IPC  survey 
Half  the  wives  interviewed  knew  whicl 
shampoo  their  husband  preferred  and  7. 
per  cent  which  toothpaste.  The  husband: 
would  object  to  a  different  brand  of  tooth 
paste  in  37  per  cent  of  cases  and  24  pe 
cent  would  mind  a  change  in  shampoo 
In  6  per  cent  of  cases  the  husband  wa: 
the  only  consumer  of  one  or  more  brand: 
of  toothpaste  (7  per  cent  for  shampoo). 


NPU's  pension  scheme  to  offer  extra  benefits 


The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  is 
now  ready  to  implement  a  pension  scheme 
designed  to  enable  members  to  obtain 
exemption  for  their  employees  from  the 
State  Reserve  Scheme.  Administration 
will  be  managed  by  Stewart  Wrightson 
Assurance  Consultants  Ltd,  a  firm  of 
pension  specialists,  with  16  branch  offices 
throughout  the  UK. 

A  separate  section  of  the  scheme  will 
deal  with  the  needs  of  members  them- 
selves. Special  terms  have  been  negotiated 


so  that  members  participating  will  obtaii 
considerable  benefits  not  otherwise  avail 
able  to  them  as  individual  firms.  The  mon 
members  that  participate,  the  more  sue 
cessful  the  scheme  will  become,  says  tin 
Union,  and  the  terms  are  expected  to  be 
come  even  more  advantageous  as  tht 
scheme  grows  in  size. 

Full    information    about   the  scheme 
which  is  scheduled  to  start  on  April 
1974,  will  be  released  within  the  next  fev 
weeks. 


u 
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Mr  Davies,  (second  left)  sales  manager,  Alberto-Culver  Co,  chemist  division, 
presents  a  set  of  Ciro  pearls  to  Mrs  D.  Thomas  and  Mr  Griffiths  (right),  who 
work  in  the  Swansea  branch  of  Vestric  Ltd.  Mr  J.  S.  Robison  (centre)  manager 
of  the  branch,  won  the  prizes  in  a  recent  Alberto-Culver  competition  between 
Vestric  branches.  His  branch  showed  the  highest  percentage  increase  in 
turnover  for  Alberto  Balsam  conditioner  in  the  southern  region.  Also  pictured 
is  Mr  C.  Jenkins  (left),  an  Alberto-Culver  representative. 
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Guild  vote 
on  union 
merger 

Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists  members 
are  voting  this  week  on  whether  the  Guild 
should  amalgamate  with  the  Association  of 
Scientific,  Technical  &  Managerial  Staffs. 

The  postal  voting  papers — together  with 
copies  of  the  formal  notice  required  by 
The  Trade  Union  (Amalgamations  etc) 
Act  1964,  and  instruments  of  Transfer — 
have  been  sent  out  to  the  Guild  members 
and  are  to  be  returned  by  February  11. 
The  counting  of  the  ballot  papers  will  be 
conducted  by  accountants  Deloitte  &  Co. 
If  the  vote  is  for  the  merger,  it  is  hoped 
to  be  effective  from  April  1. 

Recommending  the  transfer,  the  Guild 
and  ASTMS  say  it  will  strengthen  and 
develop  bargaining  on  salaries  and  con- 
ditions of  service.  If  the  merger  takes 
place,  the  Guild  would  become  a  mem- 
bership-section of  the  ASTMS  but  retain 
its  title,  council,  branch  system  and 
Whitley  Council  seats.  A  full-time  officer 
of  the  union  would  undertake  the  duties 
of  salaries  secretary,  and  would  be  man- 
dated by  the  Guild  Council.  The  Guild's 
assets  and  liabilities  would  be  taken  over 
by  ASTMS— £1,000  would  be  left  for  use 
for  scientific  or  benevolent  purposes — and 
the  union  would  provide  office  accomo- 
dation and  administrative  support. 

Members  of  the  Guild  section  would 
not  have  to  pay  a  political  levy  unless 
they  wished  to  and  they  could  not  be 
"ordered"  to  participate  in  an  industrial 
dispute.  The  subscription  for  1974  would 
Ibe  £900  plus  £1-50  for  professional  lia- 
bility insurance,  and  in  subsequent  years 
jat  the  current  ASTMS  rates— £10-20  a 
year  for  full  members  at  present — plus  the 
insurance  premium,  but  income  tax  relief 
could  not  be  claimed. 

The  Guild  point  out  that  if  the  vote 
Igoes  against  the  merger  costs  will  rise,  as 
pvhen  the  present  office  lease  expires  next 
year  the  Guild  would  be  faced  with  a 
arge  increase  in  rent  or  seeking  other 
accomodation.  This  in  turn  would  lead  to 
I  substantial  increase  in  subscription  or 
moving  the  offices  away  from  London. 
P  At  a  later  date  Guild  members  will 
ilso  be  asked  whether  they  approve  or 
tot  of  the  formation  of  a  hospital  group 
vithin  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  those 
tegotiations  are  also  now  complete. 

December  sales  up  14  pc 

n  December  1973,  chemists  and  photo- 
raphic  goods  dealers  put  on  an  average 
etail  sales  increase  of  14  per  cent  over 
heir  1972  figures.  But,  according  to  De- 
artment  of  Trade  statistics,  independents 
nanaged  only  a  7  per  cent  increase.  The 
dices  for  all  chemists  and  independents 
/ere,  respectively,  219  and  166.  Indices  for 
lultiples  and  Co-operatives  are  not  avail- 
ble,  and  figures  exclude  NHS  receipts. 


Dr  Fred  Wrigley, 
retiring  deputy 
chairman, 
Wellcome 
Foundation  Ltd, 
receives  a  book  of 
press  cuttings 
illustrating  his 
work  for  the 
group  from  Basil 
Saunders  (left), 
head  of  public 
relations.  At  a 
gathering  of 
employees  on 
January  30,  Mr 
W.  L.  Jeffrey, 
general  manager, 
UK  medical 
division  (centre), 
paid  tribute  to  Dr 
Wrigley's  work 


Scottish  doctors  seek  approval 
for  'multiple  -  patient'  scripts 


The  Scottish  general  medical  services 
committee  is  seeking  permission  for 
"multiple  patient"  prescriptions. 

Members  of  the  Society's  Scottish  Ex- 
ecutive, meeting  on  January  16,  were  con- 
cerned that  the  committee  had  asked  the 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department  to 
allow,  under  the  new  general  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  services  regulations,  a 
single  prescription  for  more  than  one  per- 
son, the  medicine  to  be  shared  between 
the  patients. 

The  resident  recretary  is  to  write  to 
the  Department  saying  how  strongly  the 
Executive  would  object  to  such  a  pro- 
vision, stressing  the  hazards  of  over- 
dosage and  cross-infection  and  the  danger 
that  the  practice  would  increase  if  once 
officially  approved.  It  would  also  be  im- 
possible to  apply  prescription  charge  ex- 
emptions in  such  cases. 

The  Executive  was  concerned  at  the 
delay  in  appointing  chief  administrative 
pharmaceutical  officers.  Even  if  the  ap- 
pointments were  advertised  at  once,  none 
would  be  in  office  by  April  1  and  decisions 
concerning  pharmacy  would  be  made 
without  pharmaceutical  advice.  An  early 
meeting  with  the  Department  is  to  be 
arranged. 

It  was  reported  that  election  of  phar- 
maceutical advisory  committees  would  be 
complete  by  mid-March.  Convenors  of 
the  interim  advisory  committees  had  been 
asked  to  consider  the  appointment  of  sec- 
retaries to  area  pharmaceutical  committees 
to  ensure  minimum  delay  in  their  opera- 
tion after  the  elections. 

A  final  report  on  the  establishment  of 
general  practitioner  services  committees 
had  been  received  and  the  Executive  con- 
firmed it  had  no  objections  as  long  as  the 
committees  did  not  pre-empt  the  function 
of  the  area  pharmaceutical  committees. 

A  copy  of  the  Department's  reply  to 
the  British  Medical  Association's  proposals 
on  multiprofessional  advisory  committees 
had  been  received.  The  BMA  had  recom- 
mended that  these  committees  should  be 
appointed  by  the  advisory  committees  of 
the  professions  concerned  and  should  re- 


port through  the  parent  committees,  not 
to  the  Health  Board.  The  Department  ex- 
plained that  the  multiprofessional  com- 
mittee would  be  seen  as  a  working  party 
with  a  special  remit  rather  than  a  more 
general  professional  advisory  committee. 

The  Executive  decided  that  the  Scottish 
conference  should  be  held  at  the  Station 
Hotel,  Perth,  October  12-13.  The  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  1976  is  to  be 
held  in  St  Andrews,  September  12-17. 

The  Executive  is  to  ask  the  Department 
to  inform  prescribers  of  the  shortages  of 
medicines  and  containers  and  ask  them 
to  prescribe  "conservatively". 

'Early  retirement'  scheme 
published  in  Scotland 

Arrangements  for  the  early  retirement  of 
regional  pharmacists  who  elect  to  do  so 
have  been  published  in  a  Scottish  reorgani- 
sation circular  —  but  discussions  are  still 
continuing  about  including  in  the  scheme 
chief  pharmaceutical  officers  at  other  than 
regional  level. 

The  circular  HSR  (74)  C2— says  that 
the  discussions  are  taking  place  in  the 
Superannuation  Consultative  Committee. 
Similar  circulars  are  being  issued  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  and  the  arrangements  are 
to  be  provided  in  regulations.  The  time 
for  an  officer  to  elect  for  early  retirement 
is  now  to  be  from  the  date  of  operation 
of  the  relevant  regulations  until  January 
31,  1975,  and  the  retirements  would  take 
place  between  April  1,  1974  and  March  31, 
1975. 

□  The  Prescription  Pricing  Authority 
(Establishment  and  Constitution)  Order 
1974  (HM  Stationery  Office,  1974  No.  9, 
9p)  provides  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Prescription  Pricing  Authority.  The 
Authority — which  will  price  prescriptions 
for  the  family  practitioner  committees — 
will  consist  of  12  members,  three  of  whom 
are  to  be  registered  pharmacists  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  "after  consulta- 
tion with  such  organisations  as  he  may 
recognise  as  being  representative  of  per- 
sons providing  pharmaceutical  services." 


For you 

Dispensing  generic  levodopa  prescriptions 
means  a  fresh  decision  every  time— it 
doesn't  happen  often  enough  to  form  a 
habit.  But  Larodopa  is  levodopa  in  a  form 
that  is  convenient  for  you  because  the 
double  scored  500mg. tablet  will  fit,  simply, 
into  any  dosage  regime:  and, as  Larodopa  is 
the  most  economical  presentation  of 
levodopa, you  will  be  fully 
reimbursed  by  the  Pricing  Bureau. 


For  the  patient 

Larodopa  tablets  are  double  scored  and  can 
be  broken  into  halves  or  quarters,  thus  pro- 
viding the  versatility  of  dosage  necessary 
for  the  effective  management  of  Parkin- 
sonism. Which  means  one  less  worry  for  a 
patient  who  has  quite  enough  to  worry  about 
Further  information  is  available  on 
request  from:  Roche  Products  Limited 

15  Manchester  Square    v  v 

London  W1M6AP.        <  ROCHE  > 


J470012 


Larodopa  is  a  trade  J 
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VNfestminster 
report 

Vaccine-damaged  children 

Compensation  for  children  suffering  from 
the  ill-effects  of  vaccination  is  "not  appro- 
priate or  feasible"  according  to  Mr  M. 
Alison,  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Depart- 
ment of  Health. 

Giving  the  Government's  view  to  Mr 
J.  Ashley's  campaign  for  such  compensa- 
tion, Mr  Alison  said  in  the  Commons  last 
week  that  great  difficulties  could  arise  in 
deciding  whether  a  particular  disability 
could  be  properly  attributable  to  a  par- 
ticular procedure.  The  Royal  Commission 
on  Compensation  and  Civil  Liability  was 
now  sitting — its  terms  of  reference  in- 
cluded ill-effects  incurred  by  children  as  a 
result  of  immunisation — and  would 
shortly  be  inviting  evidence.  Mr  Ashley 
lad  calculated  that  there  were  probably 
some  2,000  seriously  vaccine-damaged 
:hildren  in  Britain". 

□  Mr  Tom  Driberg  called  on  the  Govern- 
nent  to  stop  the  prescribing  of  drugs  by 
jrand  names.  Sir  Keith  Joseph,  Secretary 
)f  State,  Social  Services  replied:  "The 
lealth  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
ndeed  of  the  world,  has  benefited  enor- 
nously  from  profit-based  research  which 
las  led  to  the  extraordinary  success  of 
Irug  companies  all  over  the  world,  in- 
iuding  those  in  this  country. " 

3  Dr  Shirley  Summerskill  asked  if  family 
tannine  provision  for  non-medical 
easons  will  be  introduced  by  general  prac- 
itioners  on  April  1.  Sir  Keith  replied  that 
te  is  still  considering  such  future  arrange- 
nents  and  he  intended  to  make  a  state- 
nent  soon. 

U  Some  £2,578,058  was  recovered  from 
jrescription  charges  in  Scotland  during 
he  financial  year  1972-73,  the  Secretary 
)f  State  for  Scotland,  Mr  Gordon  Camp- 
jell,  told  the  Commons  last  week.  In  ad- 
lition  £59,429  was  received  from  the  sale 
>f  prepayment  certificates. 

Yews  in  brief 

p  The  total  cost  of  prescriptions  dis- 
lensed  in  England  during  September  1973 
vas  £18,192,658-94  [corrected  note]. 

]  Medical  World  —  a  journal  published 
»y  the  Medical  Practitioners  Union  —  has 
sked  the  research  department  of  the 
Association  of  Scientific,  Technical  and 
Managerial  Staffs  "to  investigate  the  very 
igh  profits  of  drug  firms  reported  in  the 
'ress  and  to  evaluate  the  expenditure  on 
•asic  costs,  marketing  and  advertising". 

Jeaths 

omlinson  On  January  25,  Mr  Joseph 
lubert  Tomlinson  MPS,  chairman  PIF 
'harmaceuticals  Ltd,  Prospect  Place, 
enton,  Nottingham,  aged  77.  Until  1947 
e  owned  a  pharmacy  at  Carlton  Hill, 
lottingham.  For  several  years  he  was 
:cretary  of  the  local  NPU  Branch  and 
committee  member  of  the  Nottingham 
ranch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 

Prices 

I  read,  with  some  surprise,  that  in  the  three  January  issues  of  C&D,  a  total 
of  almost  2,500  price  changes  were  published  in  the  Price  Service 
Supplement.  I  was,  of  course,  aware  of  many  increases,  but  one  tends  to 
look  at  a  long  list  of  prices  from  one  manufacturer  and  thank  one's  stars 
that  that  particular  range  is  not  stocked 

But,  in  addition  to  the  Supplement,  there  are  also  letters  daily  from 
manufacturers,  and  my  attention  has  been  drawn  by  members  of  staff  to 
increases — not  of  one  penny,  but  sometimes  as  many  as  five  new  pence. 
Some  people  are  old  enough  to  remember  that  that  is  one  shilling.  One 
wonders  where,  or  if,  it  will  stop.  The  increases  even  in  one  particular 
range  seem  to  be  taking  place  with  increasing  frequency,  and  they  are  not 
confined  to  articles  sold  in  the  pharmacy. 

Improper 

Thanks  to  the  Price  List  we  are  able  to  ascertain  a  retail  price,  including 
VAT.  But,  of  course,  there  is  no  guarantee  that  the  prices  quoted,  either  as 
cost  or  as  retail,  are  to  be  relied  upon  absolutely,  for  the  war  of  cut-throat 
warms  up.  In  a  consumer  programme  on  "Nationwide"  last  week,  the 
statement  was  made  that  the  public  was  left  with  no  idea  of  the  "proper" 
price  for  anything.  There  is  no  longer  such  a  thing  as  a  proper  price  and, 
under  such  circumstances,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  consumer  regards  all 
prices  as  improper. 

I  can  remember  a  time  when  a  monthly  price  list  could  be  reprinted  each 
month  without  any  necessity  for  changing  one  single  entry  and  the 
assistant — and  his  chief — knew  the  price  of  everything  on  the  shelves. 
There  are  several  contributory  factors  to  today's  instability,  some  of  which 
may  be  justified,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  abolition  of  resale  price 
maintenance  has  added  to  the  problems.  The  last  straw  was  the  currency 
switch,  which  has  confused  the  whole  situation.  At  the  present  time  a 
price  list  can  be  little  other  than  a  guide — but  what  we  would  do  without 
the  guide  I  cannot  think.  I  have  expressed  sympathy  in  the  past  for  those 
who  toil  in  the  pricing  department,  and  I  am  not  surprised  that  you  find  it 
necessary  to  advertise  for  additions  to  the  staff. 

Discretion 

There  were  one  or  two  matters  in  last  week's  issue  calling  for  comment. 
One  such  reported  Dr  P.  A.  L.  Chappie  as  saying  that  there  was  a 
proprietary  cough  mixture,  "a  particularly  dangerous  substance",  which  was 
abused  by  considerable  numbers  of  young  people.  He  refused  to  name  the 
medicine,  saying  that  to  do  so  would  only  increase  the  number  interested. 
He  had  checked  with  some  chemists  who  were  also  worried  about  the 
increase  in  sales  of  the  medicine 

He  went  on  to  say  that  the  Department  of  Health  and  the  Home  Office 
would  not  ban  it.  The  matter  is  therefore  left  to  the  professional  discretion 
of  the  pharmacist  at  the  point  of  sale.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  the 
Government  Department  apparently  consider  that  that  is  sufficient  of  a 
safeguard.  If  the  time  comes  when  the  substance  has  to  be  controlled,  we 
will  know  that  the  commercial  has  triumphed  once  more  over  the 
professional. 

The  other  point  I  would  mention  is  the  reference  to  Gregory's  powder, 
which  clearly  is  not  the  broad-spectrum  product  of  our  childhood.  I  don't 
know  who  the  Colonel  Gregory  of  your  report  may  be,  but  I  seem  to 
remember  that  in  the  Napoleonic  wars  Professor  James  Gregory  made  a 
particularly  non-military  contribution  to  the  Home  Guard  of  the  day.  He 
did  not  reach  the  rank  of  Colonel. 


122    Chemist  &  Druggist 


9  February  1974 


Newprcx 
and  pack 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Sun  tan  range 

Tirolcr,  a  range  of  sun  tan  preparations 
consisting  of  eight,  specially  packed  pro- 
ducts, has  been  launched  in  the  UK  fol- 
lowing success  in  Europe. 

The  range  is:  Tiroler  nut  oil,  in  two 
sizes  —  150ml  (£1-20),  250ml  (£1-65)  —  a 
light,  easily  absorbed  oil  for  normal  skins; 
Tiroler  Braun  intensive  sun  cream  (40g 
tube,  £1-20),  for  sensitive  skins;  Tiroler 
Braun  sun  cream  (40g  tube,  £0-80),  for 
normal  skins,  it  contains  UV  filters  and 
herbal  extracts  and  is  water  resistant; 
Tiroler  Braun  intensive  sun  milk  in  two 
sizes  —  125g  (£1-30),  200g  (£1-85)  —  for 
sensitive  skins  and  contains  insect  repel- 
lent. 

There  is  also  Tiroler  sun  cream  for  chil- 
dren (40g,  £0-99);  Tiroler  Carylip  (8g  tube 
£0-45),  a  pleasantly  flavoured  cream  which 
protects  lips  and  has  a  white  or  pink  tint; 
Tiroler  after  sun  milk  (125g,  £1-40);  and 
Tiroler  self  tan  (40g,  £1-20),  that  gives  the 
skin  a  bronze  appearance. 

Point  of  sale  material  —  display  stands, 
colour  brochures,  and  samples  —  can  be 
obtained  from  Natura  Products  Ltd,  the 
sole  UK  agents  (Natura  Products  Ltd,  90 
Belsize  Lane,  London  NW3). 

Dupont  perfumes 

From  Dupont  Cosmetics  comes  a  range  of 
perfume  called  Dupont  Malu.  Included  in 
the  range  is  a  25g  parfum  de  toilette 
(£1-25),  and  a  -loz  perfume  (£3-95).  The 
perfumes  come  in  black  and  gold  striped 
packs.  The  -J-oz  perfume  seen  centre  in  the 
photograph  above,  is  not  yet  available 
(Dupont  Cosmetics  Ltd,  1  Beresford 
Avenue,  Wembley,  Middlesex). 

A  'moisture  retaining"  cream 

Super-Hydratatne  B21  (£12-50),  say  the 
makers,  conditions  the  skin  by  "fixing"  the 
skin's  natural  moisture,  and  its  vitamin 
content  nourishes  and  stimulates  the  skin 
cells.  The  cream  has  a  light,  fine  base  and 
is  suitable  for  all  skin  types.  It  comes  in  a 
50t?  frosted  jar  with  a  gold  cap  (Jean 
D'Albret-Orlane  Ltd,  125  High  Holborn, 
London  WC1V  6QX). 

Wild  Musk  Ftorals 
A  new  perfume  range,  Wild  Musk  Florals, 
has  been  introduced  by  Max  Factor.  There 
are  five  fragrances  which,  the  makers  say, 
combine  the  "sensual  appeal  of  musk  and 
the  sense  appeal  of  nature".  The  fra- 
grances are  wild  musk  rose,  violet, 
heather,  jasmine  and  lavender,  in  two 
presentations — fragrance  essence  (£0-95), 
and  spray  essence  (£0-85). 

The  fragrance  essence  comes  in  a  clear 
glass  bottle,  the  spray  essence  in  an  aero- 
sol; both  have  brown  tops  and  a  floral 
design  "reflecting  the  fragrance"  on  the 


label.  There  is  a  counter  display  unit 
which  contains  the  perfumes  plus  tester 
bottles  (Max  Factor  Ltd,  16  Old  Bond 
Street,  London  W1X  4BP). 

Fragrance  compacts 

From  Coty  comes  a  range  of  "fragrance 
compacts"  called  Sweet  Earth.  Each  com- 
pact (£1-25),  contains  three  solid  perfumes, 
each  with  a  "smooth,  creamy  feel".  The 
compacts  are  slim,  small  enough  to  be 
carried  in  a  handbag,  and  have  a  motif  of 
plants  and  flowers  on  the  lid. 

There  are  three  collections:  flower  fra- 
grances of  hyacinth,  honeysuckle  and 
ylang  ylang  —  a  flower  growth  in  the 
South  Sea  Islands;  wood  fragrances  of 
sandalwood,  amber  and  patchouli;  and 
herb  fragrances  of  chamomile,  sage  and 
caraway  (Coty  Ltd,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex). 

Lancome  pearlised  eye  shadows 

From  the  Lancome  Ombres  Douces  range 
of  eyeshadows  come  seven  individual 
shadows  called  Mono  Ombre  Douce 
(£0-85).  Each  has  a  "silky  fine"  texture 
and  has  a  pearlised  finish.  The  range  con- 
sists of  bleu  outremer,  vert  olive,  vert 
clair,  turquoise,  perle,  brun  and  brun  clair 
colours. 

Guerlain  hand  cream 

Finger  Tip  is  the  latest  hand  cream  from 
Guerlain.  The  27-g  tube  (£1-40)  contains 
glycerin  and  vegetable  gels  said  to  soften 
and  moisturise  the  skin  (Guerlain  Ltd,  22 
Aintree  Road,  Perivale,  Greenford,  Mid- 
dlesex). 

Diabetic 

Spearmint  gum 

Skels  now  offer  spearmint-flavour  chew- 
ing gum,  suitable  for  diabetics.  The  pack 
is  traditional,  five  individually  wrapped 
sticks  (£0  05)  20  packs  to  the  display  car- 
tons (Smith  Kendon  Ltd,  132  Borough 
High  Street,  London  SE1  1LG). 


Sundries 


Suba-Seal  swimcaps 

The  1974  swimcaps  from  William  Free- 
man &  Co  Ltd  have  the  "serious"  swim- 
mer in  mind.  They  are  designed  to  follow 
closely  the  contours  of  the  head  and  have 
internal  moulded  serrations  to  give  water- 
tight protection  to  the  wearer. 

The  range  consists  of  10  swimcaps  al 
available  in  a  choice  of  colours  and  sizes 
Swimcaps  with  or  without  straps  an 
featured,  plus  a  men's  skull  cap  (Ses 
Diver),  and  a  children's  cap  (Sea  Child 
that  has  an  embossed  design  depicting 
mermaids,  sea  horses  and  shells. 

All  caps  are  presented  in  plain  poly 
thene  bags  with  printed  discs,  and  a  dis 
play  carton  containing  34  caps  in  assortec 
colours  is  supplied  for  counter  promotion 
The  company  is  not  at  present  able  t< 
quote  trade  or  retail  prices  (William  Free 
man  &  Co  Ltd,  Suba-Seal  Works,  Stain 
cross,  Barnsley). 

Spring  range 

Jacquelle  have  introduced  a  spring  rang* 
of  cosmetic  purses  and  holdalls  calle< 
Lucinda.  The  range,  with  prices  from  £0-4? 
to  £1-95,  includes  the  Princess  holdall  0 
shoulder  bag),  a  curler  caddy,  and  a  num 
ber  of  clip  top  and  zip  cosmetic  purses  I 
All  are  in  printed,  glazed  cotton,  in  pinl 
or  blue  with  water-proof  linings.  Thi 
Lucinda  range  is  being  supplied  in  lots  o: 
54  assorted  items.  Delivery  is  from  mid 
March  (Jacquelle  Sales  division,  Jacke 
&  Co  Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyfb 
Northumberland  NE24  4RG). 
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r/ie  va/i  t/iat  S  />/<gr  o/i  space, 

small  on  costs, 
and  easy  on  fuel 

The  Fiat  850T  gives  you  more  space  at  less  cost 
than  any  other  van.  With  petrol  economy  of  up 

to  29  miles  per  gallon. 
Designed  to  carry  over  12\  cwt,  the  850T  van 
gives  you  an  extra-large,  fully-lined  interior 
of  up  to  106  cu.ft.  capacity.  Easy  loading 
is  ensured  by  wide  doors,  and  a  flat  floor  only 

16"  above  the  ground. 

Flush-sided  and  highly  manoeuvrable,  the  850T 
van  is  the  ideal  vehicle  to  speed  your  in -town 
deliveries,  and  avoid  parking  and  access  problems. 

Van  body  choices  of  two/ three  door,  normal  or 
high-roof  versions  to  suit  every  need. 
The  850T  van  is  robust,  comfortable  and  safe  and 
offers  you  a  two  year  anti-rust  warranty. 
Post  the  coupon  today  and  we'll  send  you  full 
details,  and  the  address  of  your  nearest  Fiat  dealer. 


Normal 


£866 


3-door  £893.00  Fiat  850T  High  Roof 

All  prices  quoted  exclude  VAT.  2-  door  £888. 00 

delivery  charges  and  number  plates.  q  H^nr  fQ1A  nn 

Special  fleet  terms  available  J-uoorz.ziv.uu 

on  request. 

To:  Fiat  (England)  Ltd.,  Freepost, 
Brentford,  Middlesex.  TW8  9RY 

Please  send  me  full  details  of  the  850T  van. 

Name 
Trade 


Address 


Telephone 


Current  van(s) 
make  and  model 
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New  meals  varieties 

Nine  new  varieties  have  been  added  to  the 
Cow  &  Gate  ranges  of  baby  meals.  These 
comprise  three  new  Spoonfoods,  five  ad- 
ditions to  the  Junior  Meals  and  one  new 
Toddler  Meal. 

All  the  new  Spoonfoods  (£0-06)  are  pure 
fruit  varieties  —  apples  with  vitamin  C, 
peaches  with  vitamin  C  and  apricots.  In 
each  case  the  only  other  ingredients  are 
the  sugar  with  which  the  fruit  is  cooked 
to  counteract  its  natural  tartness,  and  the 
vitamin  C.  The  minimum  content  of  the 
latter  is  140mg  per  JOOg  so  that  half  a 
jar  provides  the  daily  requirement  of  this 
vitamin. 

Three  savoury  dishes  —  beef  and  veget- 
ables with  spaghetti;  cheese  savoury,  and 
chicken  supreme — with  two  new  fruit 
varieties,  apple  and  bilberry  dessert  and 
banana  and  pineapple  dessert,  make  up 
the  new  addition;  to  the  Junior  Meals 
range  (£0-08).  Cheese  savoury  is  an  im- 
proved version  of  the  earlier  Trufood 
variety.  Attractively  titled  b:ef  and  sweet- 
corn  with  vegetables  the  latest  addition 
to  the  Toddler  Meals  range  (£0Ti)  should 
appeal  to  mothers  of  older  babies. 

The  company  is  providing  jar  crowners 
and  "shelf  talkers".  Printed  in  red  and 
yellow  on  white  these  state  boldly  'New 
Variety'  and  carry  the  company's  logo 
(Cow  &  Gate  Baby  Foods,  Guildford, 
Surrey). 

Ledermycin  delation  incorrect 

Lederle  Laboratories,  division  of  Cyana- 
mid  of  Great  Britain  Ltd,  Fareham  Road, 
Gosport,  Hants,  regret  that  due  to  an  error 
on  their  part  the  recent  announcement 
concerning  deletions  of  some  presentations 
of  Ledermycin  was  incorrect.  It  is  only 
Ledermycin  capsules  300mg  in  packs  of  20 
and  100  that  have  been  discontinued,  all 
other  pre  entations  are  still  freely  avail- 
able. The  company  fays  an  automatic 
telephone  answering  service  is  available 
(Fareham  84752)  on  a  24-hour  basis  and 
any  orders  received  by  this  means  will  be 
processed  the  next  working  day. 

Sandocal  effervescent  tablets 

Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  Horsforth 
No  4,  Calverley  Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds, 
are  making  minor  modifications  to  the 
Sandocal  formulation.  Future  batches  will 
omit  the  ascorbic  acid  and  use  a  different 
orange  flavour.  These  modifications  do  not 
affect  the  therapeutic  activity  of  the  pro- 
duct and  existing  stocks  should  continue 
to  be  used. 

Spring  offer 

This  year's  Houbiganl  spring  offer  features 
a  bottle  of  Eau  de  Toilette  spray  mist 
(52g)  and  a  3cc  bottle  of  perfume  in  each 
Houbigant  fragrance  —  Chantilly,  Quel- 
ques  fleurs,  Indian  summer.  The  offer  is 
valued  at  over  £3  00  and  will  retail  at 


£1-45,  from  Houbigant  Ltd,  Salbrook 
Road,  Redhill,  Surrey. 

Dimer-X 

May  &  Baker  Ltd,  Dagenham,  Essex,  say 
there  is  an  error  on  their  data  sheet  for 
Dimer  X.  The  approved  name  is  meglu- 
mine iocarmate  and  not  as  stated  in  last 
week's  issue. 

Pack  withdrawal 

Schering  Chemicals  Ltd,  The  Brow, 
Burgess  Hill,  Sussex  RH15  9NE,  are  with- 
drawing their  30-tablet  pack  of  Primolut 
N  on  February  28.  The  100,  500  and  1,000 
packs  will  remain  available. 

Cutipen  new  presentation 

Fulford  Williams  (International)  Ltd, 
Cornwall  Road,  Hatch  End,  Pinner,  Mid- 
dlesex HA5  4JY,  are  now  presenting  their 
Cutipen  cuticle  remover  (£0-30)  mounted 
on  a  gold  and  sepia  display  card.  Advertis- 
ing for  the  product  is  being  increased  to 
feature  half-column  advertisements 
throughout  the  year  in  popular  women's 
magazines. 

More  wholesale  centres 

Self-service  wholesalers,  Makro,  are  to 
open  their  sixth  UK  centre  in  Leeds  this 
summer.  It  will  have  55  departments  and 
the  inventory  will  include  26,000  non-food 
products.  A  125,000  sq  ft  London  centre 
will  open  at  Charlton  in  mid-March.  De- 
tails from  Makro,  Charles  House,  Albert 
Street,  Eccles,  Manchester. 

Poster  offer 

Details  of  a  poster  offer  from  Sterling 
Health  Products,  St  Marks  Hill,  Surbiton, 
Surrey  KT6  4PH,  are  being  featured  on 
the  8oz  can  of  Andrews.  Four  full-colour 
posters  by  John  Hassall  are  offered  to 
consumers  in  return  for  15p  for  postage 
and  packing. 

Cleaning  products 

Introduced  recently  were  two  cleaning 
products  for  the  home  and  car  from 
Meyer  and  Myer  Marketing  Ltd,  110 
Weston  Street,  London  SE1  3QB.  Chamex 
(£0-79),  a  cellulose  cloth  that  remains  al- 
ways damp  and  comes  in  a  semi-rigid 
plastic  box.  It  is  impervious  to  detergents, 
oil   and   grease;    and   Chamex  Popular 
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(£0-39),  which  has  a  slightly  different  com- 
position. This  is  a  long-life,  general  pur- 
pose cloth  that  is  highly  absorbent  and 
easily  washable. 

New  price  list 

May  &  Baker  Ltd,  Dagenham,  Essex, 
RM10  7XS,  have  announced  that  their 
medical  products  price  list  for  1974  is 
now  available. 

Distribution  extended 

Bonne  Bell  Ltd,  York  House,  Empire 
Way,  Wembley,  Middlesex,  have  extended 
the  distribution  of  their  range  to  the 
Channel  Islands.  Their  agents  are  Davies 
&  Long  (CI)  Ltd,  Eagle  House,  Queens 
Road,  Jersey. 

Kodacolor  II  in  35  mm 

Kodacolor  II  film — previously  obtainable 
only  in  the  110  size — is  now  also  available 
for  35  mm  cameras  say  Kodak  Ltd,  PO 
Box  66,  Station  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts.  In  both  20  exposure  (£0-61)  and  36 
exposure  (£0-814)  sizes,  the  film  has  a 
speed  rating  of  80  ASA  and  can  be  used 
in  daylight  or  with  flash.  Later  the  film 
will  be  available  in  other  sizes. 

Correction 

The  saving  on  Face-Up  home  facial  treat- 
ment is  £011  (last  week,  p  101). 

Bonus  offers 

Natura  Products  Ltd,  90  Belsize  Lane, 
London  NW3.  Tiroler  sun  preparations. 
Introductory  parcel  1  (£45-87),  or  mixed 
orders  over  £50  00  —  6  self  tan  creams 
free  (retail  value  £7-20).  Parcel  2  (£71-82) 
or  mixed  orders  over  £75-00  —  6  self  tan 
creams  and  6  sun  creams  (value  £12  00). 

Cuticura  Laboratories  Ltd,  Maidenhead, 
Berks.  Ayds.  12  invoiced  as  11. 
J.  N.  Toiletries  division,  Jackel  &  Co 
Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyth,  North- 
umberland NE24  4RG.  Thicken  Hair.  36 
invoiced  as  30  on  phial  size. 

More  product  news  on  p  132 


on  TV 
next  week 

Ln  —  London;  M  —  Midland;  Lc  —  Lancashire. 
Y  —  Yorkshire;  Sc  —  Scotland;  WW  —  Wales 
and  West;  So  —  South;  NE  —  North-east; 
A  —  Anglia;  U  —  Ulster;  We  —  Westward; 
B  —  Border;  G  —  Grampian;  E  —  Eirean; 
CI  —  Channel  Islands. 

Anadin:  All  areas 
Askit:  Sc 

Aspro  Effervescent:  Ln 

Beecham  powders:  All  areas 

Beecham  Hot  Lemon:  All  areas 

Buttercup  syrup:  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Cow  &  Gate  babymeals:  All  except  So, 

U,  E 

Cow  &  Gate  babymilks:  All  except  So, 
U,  E 

Head  &  Shoulders:  All  except  E 
Menthalin:  All  areas 
Phensic:  All  areas 
Radox:  All  except  U,  E 
Sinex:  All  areas 

Vicks  vapour  rub:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Sc,  WW,  A, 
We,  B,  G,  CI 
Vosene:  All  areas 


Without  our  competitors 
we  wouldn't  be  where  we  are  today.. 


No.l 


Born  Blonde  is  now  the  leader  in  blonding  colourants  and 
Nice'n  Easy  is  first  in  the  permanent  colourant  sector  of  the  market. 


Born  Leaders  by  Clairol 

-world  professionals  in  hair  care.  _ 
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tand  for  higher  sales. 


In  fact,  we're  making  a  whole 
range  of  stands,  and  they're  all 
designed  to  increase  sales  of  Polaroid 
sunglasses  through  your  store. 

Because  we  think  the  best  way 
of  selling  more  Polaroid  sunglasses  is 
to  give  your  customer  everything  he 
wants  in  one  simple  unit.  That  means 
an  attractive  display  that  catches  his 
eye.  It  means  a  wide  selection  of  our 
1974  Collection  to  choose  from.  And  it 
means  a  mirror  so  he  can  see  how 
he  looks. 

But  your  customer  isn't  the  only 
one  we  aim  to  satisfy  with  our  new 
merchandising  packs.  There's  a  lot  in 
it  for  you,  too.  Like  a  convenient  display 
(counter  or  floor  standing).  Packs  to 
suit  every  size  of  store,  every  kind  of 
customer.  And  they're  the  easiest  way 
to  order  Polaroid  Sunglasses— becaus< 
you  get  a  carefully  selected  choice, 
right  across  the  range  of  our  1974 
Collection. 

One  last  point  that  might  interes 
you.  The  display  units  are  free,  when 
you  order  one  of  our  10  merchandising 
packs. 

So  we're  making  a  stand  for 
higher  profits,  too. 


Polaroid  Sunglasses. 


'Polaroid' is  a  registered  trademark  of  Polaroid  Corporation, 
Cambridge,  Mass. ,  USA. 

Polaroid  (UK)  Limited,  Rosanne  House,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts. 
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Get  off  to  a  good  start 
with  Ayds'  two-week  pack 

promotion. 


This  coupon  worth  10p  against  a  next 
purchase  is  inside  each  two-week  pack. 


Extra-special  promotion  for  spring  1974: 

A  two-week  pack  of  Ayds  Slimming  Plan  is  available  to 
your  customers.  To  get  them  offtoagood  slimming  start. 
To  encourage  them  to  buy  the  regular  one  month's  Slimming 
Plan.  To  increase  your  sales  of  Ayds. 

Plus  at  the  same  time  big  national  advertising  in  full 
pages  in  leading  mass-circulation  women's  magazines.  In 
addition  the  Sunday  Mirror,  Sunday  Express,  Sunday  Times 
Magazine  and  the  Sunday  Post. 

To  get  you  off  to  a  good  start 
we're  charging  12  packs  as  11. 

CUTICURA  LABORATORIES  LIMITED,  MAIDENHEAD,  BERKS. 
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Iatrogenic  diseases  and 
adverse  drug  reactions 

by  P.  F.  D'Arcy,  B.Pharm,  PhD,  FPS,  FRIC,  MPSNI. 
Professor  of  Pharmacy,  The  Queen's  University  of  Belfast 


The  proliferation  of  information  on 
iatrogenic  disease  and  drug  reactions  and 
interactions  over  recent  years  has  made  all 
concerned  with  drug  therapy  well  aware 
of  their  occurrence  and  possible  danger. 
Pharmacists,  in  particular,  have  developed 
a  considerable  interest  and  in  hospitals 
the  pharmacy-based  drug  information 
centre  is  seen  as  one  of  the  means  by 
which  this  mass  of  information  can  be 
classified,  indexed  and  easily  retrieved. 

The  literature  on  drug  reactions  should 
be  interpreted  with  caution  as  reports  and 
reviews  often  attach  undue  importance  to 
isolated  observations.  Drug  reactions  may 
refer  solely  to  animal  experiments  carried 
out  at  high  drug  dosage  under  specialised 
test  conditions. 

Care  must  be  taken  by  the  reviewer  to 
draw  his  basic  information  from  the  origin- 
al paper  and  not  from  reviews.  He  will 
then  be  able  to  ascertain  the  relative 
importance  of  the  drug  reactions  as 
assessed  by  the  original  observer. 

Skin  reactions  are  a  common  sequel  of 
drug  therapy.  The  reactions  vary  con- 
siderably in  site,  extent  and  severity  and 
may  mimic  a  classical  skin  disorder.  Mont- 
gomery and  Jackson1  studying  100  patients 
with  drug-induced  skin  reactions  found 
these  reactions  accounted  for  one  in  every 
61  dermatological  patients  seen  in  their 
practice.  Causative  drugs  were :  sedatives 
(33),  antibiotics  (9),  diuretics  (9),  topical 
agents  (13)  and  a  miscellaneous  group  of 
18  drugs  (22). 

Smith  and  his  associates2  surveyed  900 
patients  in  a  general  medical  ward  and 
detected  10-8  per  cent  reactions  due  to 
medication.  Reactions  were  most  common 
in  patients  who  were  seriously  ill  and  who 
had  received  many  drugs.  Ogilvie  and 
Ruedy3  carried  out  a  similar  survey  with 
731  patients  and  reported  a  26-4  per  cent 
incidence  of  reactions  due  to  drug  therapy: 
67  deaths  occurred  during  the  twelve 
months  of  this  survey  and  a  quarter  of 
these  were  held  to  be  drug-induced. 

The  Boston  Collaborative  Drug  Surveil- 
lance Program  keep  a  cumulative  total 
of  drug  reactions  on  consecutive  patients 
admitted  to  medical  wards.  In  1968  they 
published*  an  account  of  the  first  830 
patients  monitored  in  a  chronic  diseases 
hospital.  There  were  7,078  drug  exposures 
and  405  reported  adverse  reactions.  In 
1972,  the  total  patients  surveyed5  had 
reached  9,900  and  there  were  83,200  drug 
exposures  with  a  36-4  per  cent  incidence 
of  adverse  reactions. 


First  in  a  series  of  abstracts  based  on  lec- 
tures given  in  Belfast  to  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ire- 
land as  part  of  the  1974  postgraduate  lec- 
ture programme,  "Advances  in  pharmacy 
and  the  pharmaceutical  sciences". 


The  Boston  group  have  also  collated  in- 
formation concerning  adverse  reactions  to 
specific  groups  of  drugs  in  common  use. 
In  1972  they  showed6  that  the  overall 
adverse-reaction  rate  was  15-4  per  cent  in 
260  patients  receiving  tricyclic-antidepres- 
sants, and  4-4  per  cent  of  these  patients 
suffered  major  reactions  such  as  psychosis, 
hallucinations,  disorientation  or  agitation. 

The  overall  picture  is  that  adverse  reac- 
tions to  drug  treatment  occur  more  fre- 
quently than  reports  to  official  bodies  sug- 
gest. The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medi- 
cines has  repeatedly  reminded  doctors  to 
fill  in  and  return  the  "yellow  cards"  on 
which  official  statistics  depend.  In  the  US 
there  may  be  a  further  complication  in 
collecting  accurate  statistics.  The  FDA 
report  of  1966  suggested  that  physicians 
were  reluctant  to  report  drug-induced  ad- 
verse reactions  and  deaths  because  of  the 
fear  of  legal  reprisals  by  the  patient  or 
his  representative. 

In  "Medicines  in  the  1990's"  the  Office 
of  Health  Economics  (1969)  predicted  that 
more  rational  attitudes  to  adverse  reactions 
were  likely  to  develop  and  that  a  sounder 
epidemiological  approach  with  better 
monitoring  at  the  local  level  would  identify 
more  precisely  the  risks  of  adverse  reac- 
tions. Here  in  Northern  Ireland  a  team 
of  pharmacologists,  physicians  and  ward- 
pharmacists  have  already  started  a  5-year 
survey  of  all  adverse  drug  reactions  in  one 
of  the  teaching  hospitals.  It  is  with  system- 
atic surveys  of  this  type,  rather  than  hap- 
hazard and  incomplete  reporting  that  the 
underlying  mechanisms  of  adverse  drug 
reactions  will  be  revealed  and  thus  become 
better  understood. 

Reaction  types 

The  many  examples  of  diseases  caused 
by  drug  therapy  are  too  varied  and  numer- 
ous to  discuss  in  a  review  of  this  nature 
so  only  three  conditions  will  be  mentioned. 
Corticosteroid-induced  adrenal  hypofunc- 
tion:  Administration  of  corticosteroids 
for  other  than  short  periods  results  in 
suppression  of  adrenocortical  activity  and 
induces  atrophy  of  the  adrenal  cortex.  An 
adrenal  insufficiency  state  can  then  be 
caused  by,  for  example,  an  omitted  dose 
of  corticosteroid,  a  dose  reduced  below 
the  physiological  requirement,  or  a  stress- 
ful episode  when  the  adrenal  cortex  is  un- 
able to  supply  the  endogenous  Cortisol 
required. 

Surgical  and  anaesthetic  trauma  are  per- 
haps the  best  examples  of  controlled 
stressful  episodes  and  the  first  report  came 
in  1952  when  a  man  who  had  been 
treated  for  18  months  with  cortisone  ace- 
tate, had  a  cup  arthroplasty  on  his  hip. 
He  developed  irreversible  shock  and  died' 
from  adrenocortical  failure  due  to  adreno- 
cortical  suppression   by   exgenous  corti- 


costeroids. There  were  many  subsequent 
reports  of  severe  shock  developing  not 
only  in  those  who  were  having  cortico- 
steroid therapy  at  the  time  of  surgery,  but 
also  in  those  patients  who  had  stopped 
treatment  weeks  or  months  before. 

The  adrenocortical  atrophy  is  accom- 
panied by  a  loss  of  sensitivity  to  pituitary 
corticotrophin  (ACTH).  This  adrenal  sup- 
pression occurs  because  administered  ster- 
oids inhibit  the  release  of  ACTH  from  the 
anterior  pituitary  gland,  and  is  in  keeping 
with  the  feedback  homoeostatic  mechan- 
ism in  which  the  circulating  corticosteroid 
level  regulates  the  rate  of  ACTH  released. 

All  corticosteroids  given  orally  or  sys- 
temically  have  a  potential  for  inhibiting 
pituitary  ACTH  secretion;  on  a  weight- 
for-weight  basis  some  have  greater  inhibi- 
tory action  than  others,  but  as  the  more 
potent  ones  are  usually  given  in  smaller 
dosage  than  the  less  potent  cortisone  and 
hydrocortisone,  the  pituitary  inhibition  is 
about  the  same.  Topical  corticosteroid 
treatment  may  also  have  this  effect.  If 
the  skin  area  covered  is  great,  sufficient 
corticosteroid  may  be  absorbed  for  pitui- 
tary inhibition  to  occur. 

The  degree  of  adrencortical  suppres- 
sion may  be  more  related  to  the  length 
of  treatment  than  to  the  dosage.  There  are 
wide  individual  variations  in  response  to 
corticosteroid  dosage  which  may  be  why 
not  all  patients  previously  treated  with 
steroids  react  badly  to  surgery. 

There  is  little  information  on  how  long 
adrenal  suppression  persists  after  stopping 
treatment.  Patients  who  have  stopped 
steroid  treatment  for  as  long  as  24  months 
may  develop  irreversible  shock  after  even 
minor  surgical  procedures,  which  has  led 
to  the  general  adoption  of  special  pre- 
operative preparation  for  any  patient  who 
has  had  steroid  treatment. 

Corticosteroids  can  cross  the  placental 
barrier  and  cause  foetal  adrenal  failure. 
Two  cases  have  been  reported  in  which, 
after  the  child's  birth,  deprivation  of  the 
circulating  maternal  steroids  precipitated 
adrenal  insufficiency  because  of  the  hypo- 
plastic cortex. 

Kidney  disease  induced  by  medication: 
It  is  impossible  to  determine  the  exact  per- 
centage of  adverse  reactions  involving  the 
kidney.  Zbinden10  thought  about  2  per  cent 
and  probably  this  is  as  good  an  estimate 
as  any.  A  large  number  of  drugs  has  been 
implicated  including  analgesics,  anti-in- 
flammatory agents,  anticoagulants,  anti- 
biotics, antibacterials,  anticonvulsants, 
hypoglycaemics,  mercurial  diuretics,  urico- 
suric, and  antimigraine  agents.  Perhaps  the 
only  property  that  these  compounds  have 
in  common  is  that  they  pass  through  the 
kidneys. 

Nephrotoxic  reactions  due  to  drugs  can 
fall  into  one  of  three  categories  (Table  1). 

The  first  type,  general  hypersensitivity 
and  idiosyncratic  reactions,  is  neither  dose 
nor  dose-duration  related.  It  occurs  with- 
out warning  after  varying  periods  of  ex- 
posure and  most  frequently  includes  the 
skin,  nervous  system,  liver  and  other  body 
systems.  Although  renal  involvement  in 
hypersensitivity  reactions  is  relatively  un- 
common, it  is  generally  severe  when  it  does 
occur.  Fortunately  in  most  instances  the  syn- 
drome is  usually  reversible  after  with- 
drawal of  medication.  Corticosteroids  or 
Continued  on  p  131 
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The  pleasant 
tasting  and 
effective 
laxative 


FRUIT  FLAVOURED 

LAX AT IV 


itlr  ;-i 


H 


1  ax  a  mm 


Regularly  advertised  in  Readers  Digest  and 
National  Women's  Magazine 

Thos.  Guest  &  Co.  Ltd 

Carruthers  Street,  Manchester  M4  7HX 
Telephone:  601  205  2975 


THEY'LL 

GO 
STRAIGHT 
FOR  IT. 


I  WfeT 


Few  things  cause  a  girl  more  problems 
than  her  hair. 

So  that  any  product  which  really  helps  her 
solve  one  of  them  is  bound  to  be  welcomed: 

And  that's  why  Teeda  Hair  Straightener 
has  got  a  big  future. 

It's  the  best  (almost  the  only!)  hair 
straightener  on  the  market. 

And  as  from  February ,  Teeda  will 
be  promoted  by  heavyweight,  National 
advertising. 

The  campaign,  using  feature  spaces  in 
leading  girls  and  women's  magazines,  will  run 
throughout  the  year. 

It  will  reach  a  total  readership  of  6, 510, 000. 

And  that's  a  pretty  big  guarantee  that  when 
you  put  Teeda  on  your  shelf  it'll  move  straight 
off. 

Trade:  66p.  exc.  VAT  Retail:  99p.  inc.  VAT 
For  all  details,  ask  your  Kirby  represen- 
tative, wholesaler  or  else  contact  us  direct. 

kirby/teeda  division 

H.  &  T.  Kirby,  Mildenhall,  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
Suffolk  1P28  7 AX.  Tel  Mildenhall  713227. 
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or  heating,  it's  not  only  your  customers 
you  have  to  worry  about. 


Postage 
will  be 
paid  by 
licensee 


Do  not  affix  Postage  Stamps  if  posted  in  Great 
Britain,  Channel  Islands  or  Northern  Ireland 


BUSINESS  REPLY  SERVICE 
Licence  No.  SW2453 


Commercial  Gas  Centre 
139  Tottenham  Court  Road 
LONDON  W1E4YZ 
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Once  you've  hired  your  new  staff, 
among  the  things  they  expect  is  to  be  kept 
warm  and  comfortable. 

But  what  might  not  be  so  obvious  is 
the  best  way  of  achieving  this. 

Because  modern  heating  is  now  so 
sophisticated,  we've  just  published  a  new 
booklet  to  help  you. 

It's  called  'Gas  in  Small  Businesses'. 
And  it's  completely  free  to  you.  So  is  the 
postage  on  the  coupon  to  get  it. 

It  will  tell  you  about  the  many  different 
heating  systems,  the  advantages  of  each, 
and  help  you  to  choose  the  best  one  for 
your  premises. 

You'll  then  be  well  prepared  to  discuss 
your  heating  and  hot  water  problems. 

The  booklet  will  tell  you  how  to  get  in 
touch  with  your  nearest  British  Gas 
heating  expert. 

So  when  you're  ready  for 
the  details  on  the  systems 
you  want,  you  only  have 
to  ask. 


BRITISH  GAS! 

Gas  will  make  your  business  more  efficient. 


Please  send  me  your  free  booklet,  'Gas  in  small  businesses'. 

NAME  

TITLE  

COMPANY  

ADDRESS 


H828 
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Continued  from  p129 

immunosuppressive  therapy  may  be  bene- 
ficial. In  a  relatively  small  number  of 
cases,  the  renal  lesion  may,  however,  be 
progressive  or  irreversible  and  fatal. 

It  is  unfortunate  that,  in  general,  these 
renal  changes  due  to  hypersensitivity  can- 
not be  reproduced  during  the  routine 
toxicological  testing  to  which  new  drugs 
are  now  subjected.  Experimental  systems 
resembling  the  clinical  condition  do  not 
exist  and  may  never  exist.  Fortunately 
both  time  and  clinical  experience  have 
shown  that  hypersensitivity  reactions  with 
renal  involvement  can  be  anticipated  with 
specific  drugs  (see  Table  1). 

Some  drugs  are  toxic  to  the  kidney  at 
normal  therapeutic  dosage,  others  are 
only  toxic  when  taken  in  excess  or  when 
their  usual  excretion  pathway  is  blocked. 
With  direct  toxicity  the  extent  of  kidney 
damage  is  usually  dose  related. 

The  direct  toxic  effect  of  drugs  on  the 
kidney  can  be  reproduced  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent in  experimental  animals  and,  unlike 
the  hypersensitivity  reactions,  the  majority 
of  these  direct  toxic  effects  will  have  been 
revealed  during  the  toxicological  screening 
programme.  Many  of  the  toxic  effects  with 
specific  drugs  (see  Table  1)  ought  there- 
fore to  be  predictable  to  some  degree  in 
clinical  practice.  What  are  not  so  easy  to 
predict,  however,  are  those  special  circum- 
stances which  are  capable  of  triggering  off 
toxic  sequelae  at  normal  dosage. 

Drugs  can  have  an  indirect  toxic  effect 
on  the  kidney  as  a  consequence  of  a  pri- 
mary extra-renal  effect.  For  example, 
acute  renal  failure  may  result  from  pri- 
maquine-induced  haemoglobinuria.  In 
elderly  men,  antihistamines,  sedatives  and 
ganglion-blocking  hypotensives,  may  cause 
urinary  retention  with  loss  of  renal  func- 
tion and  danger  of  pyelonephritis.  Methy- 
sergide  may  induce  hydronephrosis  secon- 
dary to  retroperitoneal  fibrosis  and  ureteric 
obstruction. 

In  general  these  results  are  difficult  to 
predict  from  animal  studies  although  their 
pattern  of  development  has  been  well 
established  clinically.  There  are  no 
good  correlations  between  dose  adminis- 
tered and  incidence  and  degree  of  the 
secondary  toxic  actions. 


The  kidney  is  therefore  especially  vul- 
nerable to  damage  by  drug  treatments,  and 
if  the  kidney  is  damaged  by  one  drug  then 
this  in  turn  can  have  profound  effects  on 
the  safety  of  other  drugs  given  concur- 
rently. The  ototoxic  effects  of  the  amino- 
glycoside antibiotics  (gentamicin,  kana- 
mycin,  neomycin,  streptomycin  and  vio- 
mycin)  are  enhanced  in  impaired  renal 
function.  Kanamycin,  neomycin  and  vio- 
mycin  themselves  have  significant  renal 
toxicity.  Any  drug  given  in  the  presence 
of  renal  damage  has  an  increased  potential 
for  inducing  generalised  toxic  effects 
merely  because  its  own  excretion  and 
elimination  is  automatically  delayed. 

A  review  in  the  January  1974  issue  of 
The  Practitioner,  "The  kidney",  is  an  ex- 
cellent source  of  further  information. 

Drug-induced  disorders  of  liver  function: 
The  liver,  the  largest  single  organ  of  the 
body,  is  the  prime  site  of  metabolism  for 
many  drugs.  Induction  of  hepatic  micro- 
somal enzymes  will  increase  the  rate  at 
which  this  metabolism  takes  place  while 
microsomal  enzyme  inhibition  will  slow 
the  rate  of  metabolism  and  increase  drug 
activity.  Some  drugs  may  present  special 
hazard  in  the  presence  of  underlying  liver 
disease  and  drug-induced  disorders  of  liver 
function  can  have  pronounced  effects  on 
the  metabolism  of  other  drugs  adminis- 
tered concomitantly. 

Drugs  can  adversely  affect  liver  function 
by  separate  mechanisms.  A  few  cause 
direct  hepatotoxicity,  a  number  interfere 
with  bilirubin  metabolism,  several  induce 
hepatic  reactions  and  have  a  high  morta- 
lity (20-25  per  cent).  Drug-induced  intra- 
hepatic cholestasis,  presenting  as  jaundice 
with  the  clinical  and  biochemical  features 
of  biliary  obstruction,  occurs  as  a  rare 
complication  following  the  therapeutic  use 
of  some  drugs,  notably  phenothiazines  and 
C-17  substituted  steroids.  Finally,  hepatic 
neoplasia  has  been  associated  with  a  few 
drugs.  With  thorium  dioxide,  a  radio- 
graphic contrast  medium,  the  latent  period 
between  drug  use  and  emergence  of  the 
tumour  was  20  years  or  more. 

Table  2  lists  the  main  drugs  associated 
with  each  of  these  mechanisms  of  toxicity. 
Specific  detail  will  only  be  given  here  on 
drug-induced  hepatitis,  a  reaction  of  par- 


ticular current  concern  following  the  re- 
cent re-assessment  of  the  involvement  of 
halothane  in  liver  toxicity,  D'Arcy  and 
Griffin11  have  published  a  full  account  of 
the  other  types  of  drug-induced  hepato- 
toxicity, and  the  April  1973  issue  of  The 
Practitioner  reviews  liver  diseases. 

The  hepatitis-like  drug  reactions  cannot 
be  clinically  distinguished  from  ordinary 
acute  viral  hepatitis.  The  reaction  is  un- 
related to  duration  of  therapy  or  dosage, 
but  may  be  more  frequent  after  multiple 
exposures  to  the  drug  and  may  develop  up 
to  three  weeks  after  stopping  treatment. 
Several  drugs  have  been  incriminated  in- 
cluding some  of  the  hydrazine-type 
MAOI's  and  halothane. 

In  recent  weeks  the  Committee  on 
Safety  of  Medicines  have  written  to  doc- 
tors drawing  attention  to  a  small  but 
steady  flow  of  reports  of  jaundice  follow- 
ing anaesthesia.  In  1964-1972,  130  such 
reports  were  received  and  in  every  case 
halothane  had  been  administered  as  part 
of  the  anaesthetic.  Inman  and  Mushin12 
have  concluded  there  is  an  increased  risk 
of  jaundice  if  a  patient  is  exposed  to  halo- 
thane more  than  once. 

Some  of  the  literature  on  halothane  and 
drug-induced  hepatitis  has  been  reviewed 
by  D'Arcy  and  Griffin,11  including  the  re- 
port of  an  anaesthetist  who  developed 
hepatitis  after  a  period  of  exposure  to 
halothane.  The  patient  experienced  six 
relapses  which  coincided  with  his  return 
to  work  and  re-exposure  to  halothane. 
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NEPHROTOXIC  REACTIONS*  TABLE  1 

Conditions  and  drugs  implicated 
General  hypersensitivity  and  idiosyncratic  reactions 
nephrotic  syndrome 

troxidone,  paramethadione,  penicillamine,  bismuth  and  gold 
salts,  mercurial  diuretics,  phenindione  and  tolbutamide, 
necrotizing  renal  vasculitis 
thiazide  diuretics,  sulphonamides,  phenylbutazone,  penicil- 
lin, tetracyclines,  erythromycin  and  quinine, 
acute  interstitial  nephritis 
phenindione  and  phenylbutazone 
Direct  toxicity 

penicillin,  erythromycin,  chloramphenicol,  bacitracin,  strep- 
tomycin, kanamycin,  neomycin,  viomycin,  mercurial  diure- 
tics, bismuth  salts,  phenacetin,  mannitol  and  dextran. 
Indirect  toxicity 

primaquine,  antihistaminics,  sedatives,  ganglion  blocking 

hypotensives  and  methysergide. 
*This  table  is  not  intended  to  be  comprehensive.  Many  other 
drugs  (eg  salicylates)  have  been  implicated  in  one  or  other  of 
these  reactions  although  the  evidence  is  still  contentious. 


HEPATOTOXIC  REACTIONS  TABLE  2 

Condition  and  drugs  implicated 
Direct  hepatotoxicity 

tetracyclines  (in  pregnancy),  6-mercaptopurine,  metho- 
trexate, 5-fluoro-2-deoxyuridine,  and  cyclophosphamide. 

Interference  with  bilirubin  metabolism 

sulphonamides,  salicylates,  flavaspidic  acid  (in  male  fern 
extract),  novobiocin,  rifampicin,  cholecystographic  contrast 
media,  chlorpromazine,  and  methlyltestosterone. 

Induced  hepatitis 

hydrazine-type  MAOI's  (especially  iproniazid),  cinchophen, 
isoniazid,  PAS,  and  halothane. 

Intrahepatic  cholestasis 

phenothiazines  (especially  chlorpromazine),  methyltestos- 
terone,  norethandrolone,  oral  contraceptives,  phenindione, 
organo-arsenicals,  chloramphenicol,  triacetyloleandomycin, 
chlorpropamide,  tolbutamide,  thiouracil,  propylthiouracil, 
methimazole,  chlorothiazide,  PAS,  sulphadiazine,  cyclose- 
rine, ethionamide,  and  pyrazinamide. 

Hepatic  neoplasia 
thorium  dioxide. 
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Trade  News 

Continued  from  p124 

Unichem  shopfitting  service 

UniChem's  advisory  service  on  shop  mod- 
ernisation has  been  extended  by  an  agree- 
ment reached  with  Norman  E.  Brown, 
Shopfitting  Consultancy  Services,  Don- 
caster.  A  full  range  of  advice  and  service 
on  any  aspect  of  shop  modernisation, 
refitting  or  extension  is  being  offered  at 
preferential  rates  to  UniChem  customers 
by  Mr  Brown,  who  is  already  well  known 
in  the  North  of  England.  Initially  this  ex- 
tension of  UniChem's  activities  is  being 
introduced  to  customers  served  by  Leeds, 
Sheffield  and  Preston  depots,  but  it  is 
hoped  to  extend  progressively  the  areas 
covered.  UniChem  point  out  that  the 
Shopfitting  Consultancy  Services  scheme 
includes  handling  planning  permission 
applications,  all  at  5  per  cent  off. 

Where  a  full  refit  is  not  required  the 
consultants  can  be  engaged  to  handle  any 
sized  contract  including  extension,  central 
heating  installation  and  new  floors.  Fol- 
lowing completion  all  refitting  work  is 
guaranteed  for  a  year — double  the  normal 
period  of  cover.  Finance  for  a  contract  is 
available  through  hire  purchase,  leasing  or 
personal  loan  arrangements. 

Sanitas  acquire  Bu-to 

Sanitas  Group  Sales  Ltd,  Sanitas  House, 
Stockwell  Green,  London  SW9  9JJ,  have 
acquired  the  Bu-to  range  of  depilatories 
from  Sales  Affiliates  Ltd. 

Eylure  trade  offers 

For  a  limited  period  only  Eylure  Ltd, 
Grange  Industrial  Estate,  Llanfrechfa 
Way,  Cwmbran,  Mon,  are  offering  the  fol- 
lowing on  selected  French  Almond  lines: 
large  perfume  in  presentation  pack  (£0  99), 
small  perfume  in  presentation  pack 
i(£0-60),  skin  perfume  (£0-60)  and  a  two- 
bar  pack  of  skin  care  soap  (£0-34). 

Robins  expand  in  pet  care 

A.  H.  Robins  Co  Ltd  are  expanding  dis- 
tribution of  their  Sergeant's  range  of  pet 
care  products  in  chemists.  Although 
known  mainly  to  pharmacists  for 
"ethicals",  Robins  in   the  USA  own  a 


leading  pet  care  company  and  in  intro- 
ducing the  range  to  the  British  market 
they  have  designed  a  floor-standing  unit 
to  give  the  pharmacist  a  comprehensive 
range  of  pet  remedies — from  flea  powders, 
anthelmintics,  to  grooming  products. 

In  addition  the  stand  carries  a  few 
leather  collars  and  leads,  rawhide  chews 
and  dog  brushes  all  prepacked  and  priced. 

Robins  suggest  that  the  pet  care  market 
will  double  during  the  next  five  years,  and 
point  out  that  collars  and  leads  are  a 
draw  to  consumers.  Further  information 
from  A.  H.  Robins  Co  Ltd,  Redkiln  Way, 
Horsham,  Sussex. 

Fleur  De  Lis  relaunch 

Fresh  'N  Dainty  Cosmetics  Ltd,  have  re- 
launched their  Fleur  De  Lis  intimate  de- 
odorant in  new-style  packaging.  The  aero- 
sol can  is  now  in  purple  with  a  gold  fleur 
de  lis  design  (£0-42).  The  deodorant  is 


distributed  by  Gerhardt  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  Thornton  Laboratories,  Glebe  Road, 
Huntingdon  PE18  7DX. 


Resorption 


ETOPHYLATE  FORTE  syrup 

Manufacturer  Delandale  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Delandale  House,  37  Old  Dover  Road, 
Canterbury,  Kent. 

Description  Clear,  red-orange,  slightly 
viscous  solution  with  a  bitter  lemon  taste. 
Each  5ml  contains  acepifylline  500  mg 
(theophylline  content  equivalent  to  56  per 
cent  anhydrous  theophylline). 
Indications  Relief  of  bronchospasm  in 
bronchitis  and  asthma.  Cor  pulmonale. 
Cardiac  asthma. 

Contraindications  Known  sensitivity  to 
theophylline.  Not  recommended  for 
children. 

Dosage  Adults  —  5-10ml  three  times  daily. 
Storage  A  slight  sediment  may  occur  on 
storage  which  redissolves  on  shaking. 
Dispensing  diluent  Syrup  or  syrup  pre- 
served with  parabens  only. 
Packs  200ml  bottle  (£1-20  trade). 
Issued  February  1974. 

FENOPRON  capsules 

Manufacturer  Dista  Products  Ltd, 
Fleming  Road,  Speke,  Liverpool  L24  9LN. 
Description  Chrome  yellow/ochre  capsule 
marked  "Dista".  Each  contau'ns  fenoprofen 
calcium  equivalent  to  300mg  fenoprofen. 
Indications  Symptomatic  treatment  of 
osteo-arthritis,  rheumatoid  arthritis  and 
allied  conditions. 

Contraindications  Hypersensitivity  to  the 
drug.  Concurrent  administration  of 
coumarin-type  anticoagulants  or  heparin. 
Although  cross-sensitivity  has  not  been 
established,  the  drug  should  not  be  given 
to  patients  in  whom  salicylates  induce 
asthma,  rhinitis  or  urticaria.  Safety  in 
pregnancy  has  not  been  established. 
Dosage  Adults  only — one  or  two  capsules 
3  or  4  times  daily. 

Precautions  Absorption  tends  to  be  im- 
paired when  ingested  simultaneously  with 
aspirin. 

Side  effects  Doses  of  fenoprofen  therapeu- 
tically equivalent  to  aspirin  give  rise  to 


less  tinnitus  and  gastro-intestinal  irrita- 
tion, but  fenoprofen  should  be  given  with 
caution  to  patients  with  history  of  peptic 
ulcer  or  gastro-intestinal  bleeding. 
Packs  Capsules— 100  (£2-75  trade)  and 
500  (£13-20). 

Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  pre- 
scription only. 
Issued  February  11,  1974. 

OVRANETTE  tablets 

Manufacturer  lohn  Wyeth  &  Brother 
Ltd,  Taplow,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 
Description  White  convex  tablet  marked 
"W"  in  a  shield  one  side  and  "30"  on 
the  other.  Each  contains  d-norgestrel  150 
meg,  ethinyloestradiol  30mcg. 
Indications  Oral  contraception.  Treatment 
of  endometriosis,  spasmodic  dysmenor- 
rhoea,  premenstrual  tension,  functional 
uterine  bleeding,  emergency  treatment  of 
acute  uterine  bleeding.  Postponement  of 
menstruation. 

Contraindications  Hepatic  disease,  persis- 
tently abnormal  liver  function,  idiopathic 
recurrent  jaundice  of  pregnancy,  history 
of  infectious  hepatitis  until  liver  function 
tests  have  returned  to  normal  values. 
History  of  carcinoma  of  reproductive 
organs  or  breasts.  History  of  thrombo- 
embolic disease  or  phlebitis. 
Dosage  Oral  contraception,  spasmodic 
dysmenorrhoea,  premenstrual  tension — one 
daily  for  21  days  starting  on  the  5th  day 
of  the  cycle  and  followed  by  7  days  with- 
out medication.  For  other  indications,  see 
literature. 

Precautions  Care  in  diabetes  mellitus, 
epilepsy,  migraine  or  asthma.  If  break- 
through bleeding  is  severe,  patient  should 
seek  medical  advice,  discontinue  medica- 
tion for  that  cycle  and  start  a  new  course 
after  7  days. 

Side  effects  Headache,  slight  weight  gain, 
nausea,  breast  tenderness  and  spotting  be- 
tween periods.  Incidence  of  such  effects 
tends  to  decrease  as  treatment  continues. 
Some  increased  risk  of  thromboembolism, 
impaired  glucose  tolerance  and,  more 
rarely,  liver  dysfunction,  hypertension  and 
raised  serum  lipids  have  been  shown. 
Storage  At  room  temperature. 
Packs  Calendar  pack  of  21  tablets  (£0-30 
trade). 

Supply  restrictions  PI,  S4B. 
Issued  February  1974. 
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The  Sanitas  Group  of  Companies 

wish  to  announce  their  acquisition 

from  Sales  Affiliates  Limited 
of  the  goodwill  and  brand  name  of 

BU-TO 

a  leading  depilatory. 
All  orders  and  enquiries 
should  now  be  addressed  to 
the  Sanitas  Group  of  Companies 
or  to  your  Representative. 


Sanitas  Group  Sales  Limited 
Sanitas  House,  Stockwell  Green,  London  SW9  9JJ.  Telephone:  01-274  2076/9 

 .  
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Boots  digoxin 

Of  late  we  have  dispensed  a  number  of 
EC  10s  for:  "Digoxin  (Boots)  0-25mg". 
Initially,  we  approached  the  prescribers  and 
asked  if  it  was  essential  that  the  Boots 
digoxin  be  dispensed  and,  in  every  case, 
were  informed  that  the  patient  had  been 
stabilised  on  the  Boots  product  "in  hos- 
pital". Further  research  revealed  that  the 
Boots  digoxin  has  been  adopted  by  the 
local  Hospital  Management  Committee  for 
use  in  the  City's  hospitals. 

A  number  of  the  customers  presenting 
these  prescriptions  have  been  under  the 
illusion  that  they  can  only  be  dispensed 
at  a  branch  of  Boots — a  reasonable 
assumption  for  the  layman  handed  a  pre- 
scription with  the  word  "Boots"  written 
boldly  upon  it. 

I  feel  that  this  suggests  "an  invidious 
distinction"  between  the  quality  of  drugs 
dispensed  by  Boots  and  the  quality  dis- 
pensed by  "the  rest". 

Restive 


A  losing  baffle? 

I  have  recently  attended  an  NPU  meet- 
ing on  the  Care  chemist  scheme,  and  would 
like  to  express  my  opinion  about  its  con- 
ception and  merits. 

I  really  believe  that  retail  pharmacy 
should  not  allow  itself  to  be  swept  into 
the  whirlpool  of  consumer  merchandising. 
It  should  not  be  placed  in  a  situation 
where  "brand  leaders"  are  allowed  to  dic- 
tate the  course  of  otc  business.  It  is  arro- 
gant of  the  NPU  Executive,  to  suggest 
that  the  independent  chemist  should  adorn 
his  shop  with  cards  and  shelf  strips,  em- 
bark upon  merchandising  (which  means 
pushing  everything  else  to  the  darkest 
corner),  and  sinking  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  capital  in  fighting  a  battle  in  the 
marketplace  which  he  cannot  win. 

He  cannot  win  for  two  reasons.  First, 
once  he  is  recognised  by  the  public  as  a 
retailer  involved  in  selling  at  cut  prices  for 
certain  types  of  goods,  he  will  never  again 
be  able  to  hold  his  clientele  if  he  reverts 
to  selling  at  the  recommended  price.  He 
will  always  have  to  buy  the  article  in  case 
lots  from  a  discount  wholesaler  or  not  at 
all.  The  customer  who  wants  say,  Nutri- 
plan  oxtail,  cannot  have  it,  because  no 
wholesaler  by  that  time  will  be  prepared 
to  supply  one  or  two.  The  independent 
will  then  have  lost  the  greatest  advantage 
he  has — flexibility  and  service.  Second,  he 
cannot  win  the  price  war,  because  he  is 
an  individual  not  able  to  sell  at  5-10  per 
cent  profit,  which  will  be  the  level  that 
will  apply  when  the  "crunch"  comes.  He 
will  most  certainly  not  be  able  to  opt  out 
at  that  stage. 

What  of  the  practical  aspects  of  the 
scheme?  At  the  meeting,  Mr  D.  Sharpe 


was  able  to  reveal  that  although  the 
Society's  Council  was  opposed  to  the  use 
of  the  restricted  title  "chemist",  and  the 
invidious  distinction  implied  in  the  adver- 
tising copy,  the  NPU  Executive  felt  justi- 
fied in  proceeding  because  of  their  majority 
decision  in  favour.  This  again  is  the  height 
of  arrogance — to  feel  that  their  democratic 
decision  can  nullify  the  opinion  of  the 
professional  body  to  which  they  belong, 
to  which  they  owe  their  qualification,  and 
to  which  they  owe  their  privileged  posi- 
tion in  trading  (which  is  the  major  rea- 
son for  their  prosperity). 

Another  point  is  that  participants  in 
Care  are  required  to  pay  within  seven  days 
of  the  end  of  the  month — -not  even  the 
NPU  Clearing  House  is  good  enough  for 
Care!  This  condition  should  be  considered 
when  calculating  discounts,  as  the  6-8 
weeks  usually  allowed  by  normal  whole- 
salers is  worth  at  least  2y  per  cent.  It  also 
means  that  the  NPUM  products  at  pre- 
sent handled  by  other  wholesalers  will 
be  subject  to  the  same  treatment  when 
they  are  shortly  transferred  to  the  Care 
franchised  firm.  Are  we  going  to  get  bet- 
ter margins  in  exchange. 

As  for  the  role  of  Care  in  helping  to 
develop  outlets  for  the  independent  phar- 


FIP  Congress 
programme 

The  twenty  fifth  general  assembly  of  the 
Federation  Internationale  Pharmacentique 
and  the  thirty  fourth  International  Con- 
gress of  Pharmaceutical  Sciences  will  be 
held  together  in  Rome  from  2  -7  Septem- 
ber. The  Congress  symposium  will  be 
devoted  to  the  study  of  "Conception  and 
contraception  —  contribution  of  the  phar- 
maceutical sciences,"  a  subject  chosen  as 
a  contribution  to  the  campaign  of  the 
United  Nations  which  has  designated  1974 
as  World  Population  Year. 

The  hospital  pharmacists'  section  will 
present  a  colloquium  on  clinical  pharmacy, 
the  military  pharmacists'  section  will  dis- 
cuss manufacture,  supply,  distribution  and 
management  of  drugs  within  the  health 
service  of  the  armed  forces. 

The  section  for  the  study  of  medicinal 
plants  has  a  symposium  on  "Saponins", 
and  the  press  and  documentation  section 
a  colloquium  on  "Special  considerations  in 
the  use  of  drugs  during  pregnancy  and 
infancy",  Industrial  pharmacists  have  a 
colloquim  on  "Advances  in  parenteral 
technology",  and  the  section  general  prac- 
tice has  one  on  "The  future  role  of  the 
general  practice  pharmacist  in  family  plan- 
ing projects",  plus  a  public  session  on 
pharmacy  in  Italy.  This  section  invites 
persons  wishing  to  present  a  personal  com- 
munication to  write  to  the  professional  sec- 
retary for  further  details,  Mr  I.  C.  Bloom- 
field,  185  Fratton  Road,  Portsmouth, 
Hants. 

The  section  for  pharmacists  engaged  in 
clinical  analysis  will  discuss  their  "legal" 
status  and  have  a  session  covering  prob- 
lems of  clinical  analysis  and  pregnancy, 
the  academic  section's  programme  includes 
a  forum  on  pharmaceutical  education  and 
the  EEC.  Titles  of  personal  communica- 
tions must  be  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the 
section  before  March  1  :  Professor  P.  F. 
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macist  in  new  precincts,  etc,  I  am  sure 
that  if  the  NPU's  business  purchase  and 
guarantee  fund  had  been  handled  more 
imaginatively,  it  could  have  achieved  much 
in  the  current  new-development  explosion. 

R.  Jackson 
London  WC1 

Professional  care 

I  cannot  allow  R.  J.  S.  Hazelhurst's 
"Holier  than  thou"  letter  of  February  2 
to  go  unchallenged.  Regrettably,  he 
alleges  that  fellow  pharmacists  are  not 
"caring"  about  professionalism,  and 
boasts  of  his  own  professional  image. 

But  he,  himself,  could  have  easily 
ascertained  that  neomycin  pessaries  are 
obtainable  under  the  trade  name  Tam- 
povagan  N  (C&D  Price  List,  p  160  or 
Martindale,  p  1393).  This  would  have 
saved  him  three  unnecessary  phone  calls 
and  have  enabled  his  customer  to  have 
received  the  preparation  prescribed. 

Perhaps  his  maligned  fellow  pharma- 
cists in  Bradford  were  more  correct  in 
saying  truthfully  that  they  were  out  of 
stock. 

C.  T.  Wlllcocks 

London  N9 


D'Arcy  Department  of  Pharmacy,  The 
Queen's  University  of  Belfast,  Medical 
Biology  Centre,  Lisburn  Road,  Belfast 
BT9  7BL,  N.  Ireland. 

The  committee  for  laboratories  -and 
official  drug  control  services  will  hold 
a  public  session  on  registration  of  special- 
ities. 

Before  March  30  registration  fees  for 
the  Congress  for  associate  members  of 
FIP  are  Lir.  85,000  (accompanying  per- 
sons Lir.  75,000),  and  for  non-members 
and  their  accompanying  persons  Lir. 
90,000.  The  fees  will  be  higher  after  that 
date.  The  Secretariat  of  the  Congress  is 
at  Via  Palestro  75,  00185  Rome,  (Italy). 

Rises  in  patent  fees 
announced 

Increases  in  certain  patent  fees  are  given 
in  Regulations  published  last  week.  Under 
the  Patents  (Amendment)  Rules  1974  (HM 
Stationery  Office,  SI  No  87,  9p),  the  fees 
to  be  increased  are:  filing  a  complete 
specification  on  Form  3  (new  fee  £25);;  a 
request  for  sealing  a  patent  on  Form  20 
(£9);  and  renewal  fees  on  Form  24. 

The  new  fees  are  payable  on  or  after 
May  19,  except  in  the  case  of  certain 
sealing  fees  or  renewal  fees  paid  in  ad- 
vance. Fees  payable  for  the  sealing  of  a 
patent  in  respect  of  which  the  complete 
specification  was  accepted  on  or  after 
February  19  but  before  May  19,  and  re- 
newal fees  in  respect  of  any  year  begin- 
ning on  or  after  May  19,  are  increased  on 
February  19. 

□  The  EEC  Patent  Convention,  which 
regulates  the  effect  of  the  European 
patent  in  the  EEC  countries,  is  expected 
to  be  concluded  in  May,  Sir  G.  Howe, 
Secretary  of  State,  Trade  and  Industry, 
said  in  answer  to  a  Commons  question 
recently.  Preparatory  work  on  organising 
the  European  Patent  Office  will  begin 
shortly  in  the  hope  that  the  new  system 
will  be  operating  about  1976-77,  he  added. 
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Coming  events 


Macarthys'  half-way 
profits  up 

Profit,  before  tax,  of  Macarthys  Pharma- 
ceuticals Ltd  in  the  six  months  ended 
October  31,  1973,  rose  to  £757,000  from 
£630,000  in  the  equivalent  period  of  1972. 
•Turnover  at  £18,133,000  was  higher  by 
£3,078,000.  Interim  is  3-15  pc  (same). 

The  directors  state  that  turnover  since 
October  1973  has  continued  to  rise  and 
providing  no  unforeseen  factors  arise  from 
the  present  economic  problems,  the  full 
year's  results  should  reflect  the  trend  of  the 
interim  figures. 

Eli  Lily  sales  advance 
19  per  cent 

Eli  Lilly  &  Co,  Indianapolis,  report  1973 
worldwide  sales  of  $972.5  m  and  net  in- 
come of  $155.5  m. 

The  sales  represented  an  increase  of  19 
per  cent  over  1972  while  net  income  rose 
23  per  cent.  Earnings  per  share  in  1973 
were  $2.26  ($1.85) 

Mr  R.  D.  Wood,  chairman,  says  that  the 
company's  net  income  for  1973  was  fav- 
ourably influenced  to  the  extent  of  about 
$2.5  m  as  a  result  of  currency  adjustment 
arising  from  the  devaluation  of  the  dollar 
and  the  revaluation  of  other  currencies. 

Sales  outside  the  U.S.  reached  a  record 
$354.4  m  ($270.9  m). 

Reviewing  worldwide  sales,  Mr  Wood 
points  to  agricultural  chemicals  as  a  rapid 
growth  area.  Consolidated  pharmaceutical 
sales  in  1973  were  $580.8  m  ($516.9  m). 
Cephalosporin  antibiotics  accounted  for 
$260.3m  of  pharmaceutical  sales  ($201.7m) 

Elizabeth  Arden  sales  also  improved 
reaching  $93.8  m  last  year  ($76.1  m). 

Nicholas  International 
maintain  interim 

Sales  of  Nicholas  International  Ltd  in  the 
six  months  ended  December  31,  1973  at 
39-71m  Australian  dollars  were  up  by  24-1 
per  cent  and  net  earnings  8-8  per  cent  up 
at  $A2-4m  compared  to  the  equivalent 
1972  period. 

Because  of  the  continuing  uncertainty 
of  the  world  currency  situation  and  the 
fact  that  the  full  effect  of  the  energy  crisis 
has  yet  to  be  felt,  particularly  in  the  UK, 
the  directors  have  decided  to  maintain  last 
year's  interim  dividend  rate  of  3  per  cent. 

R  &  C  toiletries  changes 

Reckitt  &  Colman  Ltd  are  to  bring  about 
a  closer  association  of  the  toiletries  and 
household  divisions  in  a  move  to  expand 
their  UK  toiletries  business.  The  toiletries 
factory  at  Derby  will  be  developed  into 
an  even  more  important  manufacturing 
centre  (it  was  modernised  and  enlarged  in 
1973)  and  research  and  development  will 
continue  there. 
Moving  to  Hull,  by  August  1974,  to  be 


integrated  with  the  corresponding  func- 
tions there,  will  be  the  selling,  marketing, 
distribution,  finance  and  administration  of 
the  toiletries  division. 

Briefly 

Robinson  &  Sons  Ltd,  have  taken  over 
I.  E.  White  (Plastics)  Ltd,  Kirkby-in-Ash- 
field,  Notts.  This  company,  which  will  be 
operating  within  the  packaging  division  of 
the  Chesterfield  company,  produces  in- 
jection moulded  plastics  packaging  for  the 
cosmetics  and  pharmaceutical  industries. 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd's  New- 
castle sales  office  will  close  down  on 
February  22  and  re-open  on  February  25 
at  Billingham  as  the  North-eastern  sales 
office.  On  and  after  that  date  the  products 
previously  sold  through  the  Newcastle 
chemical  trades  sales  department  will  be 
obtainable  from  P.  Box  1,  Billingham, 
Teesside  TS23  1LB  (Telephone  Stockton 
(0642)  557453). 

Janssen  Pharmaceutical  Ltd  have  now 
moved  to  Janssen  House,  Chapel  Street, 
Marlow,  Bucks  SL7  1ET  (telephone: 
Marlow  71744). 

Mr  A.  Tomkins,  MPS,  has  acquired  Pyne- 
gar  Ltd,  74  Leicester  Road,  Lough- 
borough, Leics. 

Hilton-Davis  Chemicals  Ltd  have  moved 
to  new  offices  at  Dudley,  Cramlington, 
Northumberland  NE23  7QG. 

Appointments 

Carter-Wallace  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr 
C.  Parsons  their  south-eastern  key 
accounts  representative. 

Pharmacia  (Great  Britain)  Ltd  have  made 
the  following  appointments:  P.  J.  Lee, 
marketing  director:  Dr  A.  D.  Turner,  pro- 
fessional services  manager;  D.  S.  Sweet- 
man,  manager,  fine  chemicals  division;  Dr 
J.  W.  Speight,  field  sales  co-ordinator, 
diagnostics  division;  B.  N.  Chandler, 
regional  supervisor,  SE  England;  C.  G. 
Moorman,  regional  supervisor,  Midlands 
and  SW  England.  New  appointments  to 
the  pharmaceutical  sales  force  are:  S.  F. 
Bryan,  W  Lanes;  D.  J.  Cairns,  East  Lon- 
don; R.  J.  Cook,  Buckinghamshire,  Ox- 
ford, Northampton;  B.  Holton,  Kent,  and 
E  Sussex;  M.  A.  Lee,  South  London; 
S.  A.  Lee,  East  Midlands;  C.  C.  McLean, 
Warwickshire,  Worcestershire,  Hereford; 
I.  A.  Ritchie,  Hertfordshire,  Cambridge- 
shire, Bedfordshire;  M.  C.  Shephard, 
Surrey.  W  Sussex;  D.  E.  Smith,  Cumbria, 
Northumberland,  Durham:  J.  Watson, 
Mersey,  North  Wales.  M.  C.  Shaw  has 
been  appointed  to  the  diagnostics  sales 
force.  Appointed  regional  supervisors  in 
the  fine  chemicals  division  are  Mrs  G.  R. 
Studd,  J.  E.  Page  and  J.  B.  Womersley. 


Monday,  February  11 

Harrow  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Clinical 
lecture  theatre,  Northwick  Park  Hospital,  Watford 
Road,  Harrow,  at  7.40  pm.  Dr  H.  B.  Valman  on 
"Recent  trends  in  infant  feeding". 

Notting  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Postgraduate  medical  centre,  City  Hospital, 
Nottingham,  at  8  pm.  Professor  M.  J.  S. 
Langman  on  "Do  they  work  and  are  they  safe?". 

Plymouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Board 
room,  Greenbank  Hospital,  at  8  pm.  Talk  by 
the  curator  of  the  William  Cookworthy  Museum. 

Southampton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Room  51,  south  block,  postgraduate  centre, 
Southampton  General  Hospital,  Talk  by  Mr  R. 
Holmes  MRCVS. 

Tuesday,  February  12 

Ayrshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Savoy  Park  Hotel,  Ayr,  at  8  pm.  Mr  J.  Paterson 
on  "The  stress  symptons  of  modern  society". 

Galen  Group,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Friend's 
Meeting  House,  Park  Lane,  Croydon,  at  8  pm. 
Illustrated  talk  by  the  Royal  National  Life-Boat 
Institution. 

Lanarkshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Nurses'  recreation  hall,  Strathclyde  Hospital, 
Motherwell,  at  7.30  pm.  Dr  D.  Graham  on 
"The  use  of  X-ray  techniques  in  forensic 
investigation". 

Lancaster,  Morecambe  and  Westmorland  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Morecambe.  at  8  pm.  Mr  J.  Ferguson  on 
"Current  affairs  in  pharmacy". 

Oxfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Oxford  Motel,  at  8  pm.  Mr  Foster  (director  of 
Oxford  City  and  County  Museum)  on  "History 
of  Oxfordshire". 

South-east  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Medical  centre,  Lewisham  Hospital, 
London  SE13,  at  8  pm.  Dr  R.  Goulding  on 
"Treatment  of  poisoning  and  drug  overdose". 

Wednesday,  February  13 

Scottish  Department,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Society's  House,  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at 
7.45  pm.  Mr.  G.  Smith  on  "The  stability  of 
dispensed  medicines". 

Thames  Valley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Winthrop  House,  Surbiton.  Mr  H.  B.  Coulson  on 
"Is  the  NPU  the  greatest  stumbling  block  to 
professional  pharmacy?" 

West  Hertfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Great  Red  Lion  Hotel,  St.  Albans. 
Mr  A.  G.  Shaw  on  "Impact  of  the  European 
Economic  Community  on  pharmacy". 

Thursday,  February  14 
Bournemouth  and  East  Dorset  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  New  Bell  Hotel, 
Pokedown,  at  7.30  pm.  Mr  B.  M.  Gandar  on 
"Insurance  for  pharmacists". 

Cheltenham  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Cheltenham  General  Hospital,  at  7.45  pm.  Visit 
with  Dr  Hanna  to  the  cobalt  unit. 

Doncaster  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Dower 
House,  Market  Place,  Bawtry,  at  8  pm.  Annual 
informal  dinner. 

Leeds  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Great 
Northern  Hotel,  at  8  pm.  Evening  on  "Home 
winemaking". 

Durham  County  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

North  of  England  open  air  museum,  Beamish, 
at  8  pm.  Talk  by  Miss  R.  E.  Allan  (assistant 
keeper). 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  McCance  building, 
University  of  Strathclyde,  Richmond  Street, 
Glasgow  G1,  at  7.45  pm.  Todd  lecture  by  Mr 
G.  R.  Milne  on  "Science  and  technology  in 
blood  transfusion". 

Harrogate  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Cairn  Hotel,  at  8  pm.  Mr  I.  F.  Jones  on 
"Financial  aspects  of  general  practice 
pharmacy". 

Hull  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Lecture 
theatre,  school  of  nursing.  Hull  Royal  Infirmary, 
at  7.45  pm.  Mr  A.  G.  Trotman,  on 
"Professionalism  —  management  —  trading  — 
is  there  a  conflict?" 

Liverpool  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Medical  training  centre,  Mount  Vernon  Street. 
Liverpool  7,  at  7.30  pm.  Dr  D.  E.  T.  Baker-Bates 
on  "Did  I  do  it?" 

North  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Quaglinos  Restaurant,  Bury  Street, 
London  W1 .  Dinner  and  dance. 

Swindon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Blunsdon  House,  Hotel,  Blunsdon,  at  8  pm. 
Mr  L.  H.  Barker-Tufft  on  "Reorganisation  of 
the  NHS", 
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Market 
News 

DEARER  CHEMICALS 

London,  February  5:  Notifications  of 
several  important  pharmaceutical  chemi- 
cal price  rises  were  received  during  the 
week.  Quinine  and  its  salts  are  sharply 
up  by  at  least  £10  per  kg.  Caffeine  and 
ephedrine  are  also  more  expensive,  the 
latter  by  over  £2  per  kg.  Following  the 
rise  in  citric  acid  mentioned  in  last 
week's  report,  a  manufacturer  of  citrates 
has  raised  his  schedules  although  iron 
and  ammonium  citrate  has  not  been 
changed. 

In  crude  drugs  dearer  are  cloves, 
jalap,  pepper  and  gentian.  West  Indian 
nutmegs  must  become  even  shorter  in 
supply  as  the  disturbances  in  Grenada 
continue  and  shipping  avoids  calling  at 
the  island.  Liquorice  root  from  China  and 
Russia  is  currently  unobtainable. 

A  report  received  from  South  Africa 
states  that  an  American  manufacturing 
house  has  made  a  contract  with  the 
buchu  producers  in  Cape  Province  to 
take  50-60  per  cent  of  their  output.  What 
effect  this  arrangement  will  have  on 
buchu  supplies  —  already  very  scarce  — 
for    other    markets    cannot    easily  be 


assessed.  In  the  immediate  term  the 
shortage  is  likely  to  get  worse  but  in  the 
long  term  the  interest  shown  by  the  US 
buyer  may  stimulate  the  growers  to  pro- 
duce more  and  thus  have  a  salutary 
effect  on  supplies  of  the  leaf,  interest  in 
which  has  been  declining  over  past 
decades. 

Among  the  few  changes  in  essential 
oils  petitgrain  was  dearer  while  cinna- 
mon lear  and  Brazilian  peppermint  were 
lower.  The  laiter  oil  and  menthol  from 
the  same  origin  were  easier  because  of 
the  stronger  position  of  sterling  against 
the  US  dollar. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Aloirv.  50-kg  lots  £9  kg. 
Aminacrine   hydrochloride:   £33  50  kg. 
Atropine:    (500-kg    lots    per    kg)    alkaloid  and 
methonitrate   £65-20;   methylbromide  £64-20;  sul- 
phate £52-90. 

bacitracin  zinc:  £0-11  per  mu. 
Benzocaine:  50-kg  lots  are  £2  68  kg. 
Bemegride:   BPC  £16  kg. 
Benzam.ne  lactate:  15  kg  lots,  £95  kg. 
Bismuth  salts:  £  per  kg. 


12}kg 

50-kg 

250-kg 

carbonate 

7-08 

6-90 

6-85 

salicylate 

5  98 

5-75 

subgallate 

6  33 

6-10 

subnitrate 

6-43 

6-20 

6-15 

Caffeine:    Anhydrous    £2  93    kg    in    500-kg  lots; 

citrate  £1-98  kg    (50-kg  lots). 

Calamine:  BP  £388  00  per  1,000  kg  for  250-kg  lots. 

Cantharadin:  £0  75  per  100  g. 

Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £0-75  kg. 

Colchicine:  £0  90  per  g. 

Dexpanthenol:  £10  kg;  £8  50  kg. 

Dienoestrol:  5-kg  lots  £90  00  kg. 

Digoxin:  25-250g  lots  £2-20  per  g. 

D  midium  bromide:  5-g  lots  £3  20  g. 

Emetine:  5-kg  lots  hydrochloride  £285  kg;  bismuth 

iodide  £200. 

Ephedrine:    Alkaloid    £17-15   kg    in    100-kg  lots; 
hydrochloride  £14-14;  sulphate  £14-95. 
Iodides:  (per  kg)  Ammonium  £4-35  (50-kg)  potas- 
sium   £2-31     (50-kg);    £2  29    (250-kg);  sodium 
£2  96  (50-kg). 


Potassium  citrate:  £402  per  metric  ton  in  250-kg 
lots. 

Progesterone:  £80  per  kg. 

Quinine:  (per  kg  in  85-kg  lots)  alkaloid  £56-70; 
bisulphate  £45  00;  dihydrochloride  £55-00;  hydro- 
chloride £53-50;  sulphate  £50  00;  hydrobromide 
(10-kg)  £54-50. 

Sodium  citrate:  Granular  £360  00  per  metric  ton 
in  250-kg  lots.  Powder,  £370-30. 
Succinyisulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £2-40  Kg. 
bulphaguanidine:  BPC  in  2o0-kg  lots  £2-13  kg. 
Sulphamerazine:  BP  50-kg  lots  fc3-ii££  per  kg. 
suipnamiamide:  50-kg  lots  ti-4U  Kg. 
suiphaquinoxanne:  Sodium,  Bvet  (J  in  50-kg  iocs 
£4-38  per  kg. 

uuipnathiazoie:  50-kg  £i-sa  Kg. 
buipnametmzole   at-  so-Kg  iiho  woi. 

Crude  drugs 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  nominal.  Copaiba:  no 
offers.  Peru:  £4  50,  cif.  Tolu:  BP  £2-70  spot;  £2-60 
cif.  both  nominal. 

Cloves:  (Per  ton,  cif);  Ceylon  £1,850;  Madagascar 
£1.940. 

Gentian:  Root  £1,100  metric  ton  spot  nominal. 
Ginger:  (ton)  Cochin  new  crop  £4b0.  cif,  Jamai- 
can No.  3  £925;  Sierra  Leone  £570,  cif.  Nigerian 
split  £485,  cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican  15%  basis  £1,650  metric  ton, 
spot. 

Liquorice  root:  (metric  ton)  Chinese  and  Russian, 
both  nominal. 

Menthol:   Brazilian   £11  00   kg   spot;   £10  90,  cif. 

Chinese  spot  cleared,  £14-25,  cif. 

Kutmeg:    Grenada   80's   £1,120;   sound  unsorted 

£980;  defectives  £924  nominal. 

Pepper:  Sarawak  black  £680;  white  £1,000  ton  cif. 

Saffron:  Mancha  superior  £88  kg. 

Sarsaparilla:  Spot  £1-15  kg.  £1-08,  cif. 

Senega:  Canadian  £5-20  kg  spot. 


Essential  oils 

Cinnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  £3-85  kg.  cif.  Bark,  BP, 
£2-20. 

Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis-Brazilian  spot  £5-00; 
£5  00,  cif.  Chinese  £7  80  cif.  Piperata  American 
from  £17-00. 

Petitgrain:  £11-50  kg,  cif. 

Spearmint:  Chinese  afloat  £8-50  kg;  £8  00,  cif. 


The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press  but 
it  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present  state  of 
the  markets  quotations  change  frequently. 


Classified 
Advertisements 


Display  £6.00  per  single  column  inch,  minimum  1  inch 
(1"  x  1f").  }  page  (4f"  x  3D  £50.00.  \  page 
(4|"  x  7"  or  10"  x  3|")  £85.00.  Whole  page  (10" 
x  7")  £155.00. 

Lineage  £0.50  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £2.50. 
Box  Numbers  £0.25  extra. 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
Including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our 
representative  will  call  anywhere. 
Write  or  telephone  Lawrence 
Edwards  &  Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington 
Close,  Ledbury  Road,  London,  W.11. 
Tel:  Park  3137-8. 


URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— Runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  Interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  write 
Robin  Wheeler,  "Maplehurst",  Park 
Lane,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


GOOD  PRICES  always  paid  for  com- 
plete old  Chemists  shop  Interiors, 
including  shelf,  drawer,  and  dispen- 
sing units,  showcases,  jars  etc,  127, 
Pancras  Rd.,  London,  N.W.1.  01-387 
6039. 


WELL  KNOWN  Proprietaries  Company 
wishes  to  purchase  a  Manufacturing 
Chemist  or  Toiletries  Business  in 
Sussex.  Contract  Packaging  Busi- 
nesses will  also  be  considered.  All 
information  supplied  will  be  strictly 
confidential.  Reply  to  Box  No.  2223. 


Miscellaneous  Shopfitting 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd. 
34  Shudehlll,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6S64 
Largest  arid  most  exclusive 
selection  of  Necklets,  Brooches, 
Chainbelts,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings (all  types).  Hair-Orna- 
ments, etc. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY  —  GENTLE- 
MEN you  can't  sell  perfume  In  a 
|am  |ar,  it  has  to  be  elegantly  pre 
sented.  The  same  principle  applies 
to  FASHION  JEWELLERY,  our  elegant 
displays  all  marked  with  retail  prices 
Inc.  V.A.T.  can  be  working  for  you 
within  minutes  of  delivery  and  be  a 
credit  to  your  shop.  Our  huge  range 
ensures  lucrative  profits  through 
fast  sales.  Delivery  on  the  spot  no 
waiting.  Contact:  R.  F.  Vernon  ft 
Co.,  36  Poman  Road,  Blrstall.  Lei- 
cester. Tel:  675327  S.T.D..  Code 
0533.  NOW 


Home  Beer  and  Winemaking 
A  new  Wholesale  service. 

Send  for  our  FREE  28-page 
CATALOGUE  listing  over  600 
items  from  25  different  manu- 
facturers. 

Kannon  Home  Brew  Centre  Ltd., 
Cannon  Mills,  Union  Road, 
Bradford  BD7  3HG. 
Tel:  Bradford  76243. 


Low  Cost 
Unit 

Shopfronts 

600  Designs 


SHOPFRONTS  and  Interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists.  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTING,  20  Rudd  Street. 
London,  SE18  6RS.  Tel:  01-854 
0343. 


ONE  DAY  REFITS.  No  trade  loss 
arrangements,  your  shop  replanned 
free.  Low  prices.  Cash/Credit.  S.  G. 
Clark,  2  Great  Malborough  St.,  Lon- 
don, W1V  1DE.  Tel:  01-734  8630. 

INTERPLAN  SYSTEM  80  modular 
shopfittings,  attractive  units  at 
attractive  prices,  complete  Instal- 
lations NPU  recommended.  Brochure 
from  OLNEY  BROS.  LTD.,  SHOP- 
FITTERS,  NORTHBRIDGE  ROAD. 
BERKHAMSTED.  HERTS.  Tel.  5417-9 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Take 
36 

Months 
To  Pay 


<&  In  Anodised  Aluminium 

Built  in  Illuminated  Signs 

Available  from  stock 

«  Installed  in  2  Days 
on  most  sites 

UNIT  SHOPFRONTS  LTD 

LVP  House,  Park  Royal  Road, 
London  N.W.10. 7LF. 

PHONE:  01-  965- 9712 


Businessforsale 


Health  Food,  Herbal,  Home 
Brew  and  Winemakers  business 
for  sale  as  going  concern.  Estab- 
lished over  40  years  with  annual 
sales  in  region  of  £20,000.  Sales 
could  be  greatly  increased  by 
active  interested  party. 
Stock  at  valuation,  fittings  and 
fixtures  price  by  mutual  arrange- 
ment. Audited  accounts.  Rental 
Shop,  Corporation  property  East 
Scotland.  Owner  wishes  to  re- 
tire, but  will  assist  or  advise  for 
limited  period.  In  first  instance 
contact    Box    No.  2226. 
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AY  RES  BIOPSY 
CERVICAL 
SCRAPERS 


A  very  high 
quality  scraper. 
Large  quantities 
immediately  available. 
Special  prices  for  bulk 
orders. 


ASHWOOD  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS 
LTD 

Plyfa  House,  Leven  Road,  London  EI4  0LW 

Telephone:  01-987  6461/6343 


SURGICAL  ELASTIC  HOSIERY 


•  TWO-WAY  STRETCH  ELASTIC  YARN 

•  NYLON  LIGHTWEIGHT  STOCKINGS 

•  NYFINE  LIGHTWEIGHT  TIGHTS 

•  SEAMLESS  ONE-WAY  STRETCH 

•  NYLON  NET 

Stock  Sizes  or  Made  to  Measure 
Also  obtainable  direct  or  through  your  wholesaler.  Write  for  literature. 

Abdomnial  Belts  -  Spinal  Supports  -  Elastic  Band  Trusses  -  Jock  Straps 
Suspensory   Bandages      -      Athletic  Slips      -      Stockinette  Bandages 


E.   SALLIS  LTD 


Vernon  Works, 
Phone:  77841-2 


Basford,  Nottingham 
Grams:  Eesiness 


Business  opportunities 


Hospital 
appointments 


ARE  YOU  LOOKING 

FOR 

DISTRIBUTION 

If  so  —  we  have  an  active  sales  force  selling  our  own  and  licenced 
products  to  Wholesale  and  retail  chemists,  drug  stores,  departmental 
stores  and  other  major  outlets.  We  have  a  surplus  capacity  and  we  are 
seeking  a  limited  number  of  top  quality  products  to  integrate  in  our 
own  line.  We  can  offer  any  or  all  of  our  facilities  including  manufacture, 
warehousing,  selling,  distribution  and  invoicing.  We  are  established 
more  than  100  years  and  not  only  would  you  retain  the  maximum  con- 
trol over  your  own  products  but  you  would  be  guaranteed  one  monthly 
payment  for  all  sales,  with  no  headaches,  no  paperwork  no  bad  debts 
and  no  actual  selling  for  you  to  do.  If  our  facilities  appeal  to  you,  do 
please  write  in  strict  confidence  to  Managing  Director,  Box  No.  2224. 


St.  Luke's  Hospital  Guildford 

PHARMACIST 

Applications  are  Invited  for  the 
above  post  at  St.  Luke's  Hos- 
pital, which  will  be  the  base  for 
the  Western  Surrey  Area  Phar- 
maceutical Service. 
Part-time  will  be  considered. 
Further  enquiries  to  the  Group 
Pharmacist,  Guildford  71122  ext. 
535. 

Applications  enclosing  the  names 
and  addresses  of  two  referees 
to  the  Hospital  Secretary,  St. 
Luke's  Hospital,  Guildford,  GUI 
3NT. 


PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

GUILDFORD  HOSPITALS 

Applications  are  invited  from 
suitably  qualified  Pharmacy 
Technicians  for  interesting  and 
varied  duties  within  this  Group, 
the  main  pharmaceutical 
departments  being  at  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  and  the  Royal  Surrey 
County  Hospital. 
Applications,  together  with  the 
names  and  addresses  of  two 
referees  to  Hospital  Secretary, 
St.  Luke's  Hospital. 


OPPORTUNITY  -  CANADA 

Canada-wide  sales  and  distribution  services  to  all 
trades  for  drug  and  allied  consumer  products.  Will 
consider  any  type  of  mutually  acceptable  arrangement 
—  outright  purchase,  consignment,  royalty  or  joint 
venture.  Contract  manufacturing  arranged  where 
necessary.  For  further  information  please  write  to: 

EXPORT   TRADING   SERVICES  LTD., 
3  Cork  Street,  London,  W1X  2LR.       Tel:  01-734  7115 


Shop  to  Let   Trade  mark 


Agents 


AGENTS  calling  on  chemists  and 
stores  to  carry  well  known  range  of 
sunglasses.  Top  commission  paid. 
Please  write  details  of  experience 
and  territory.  Box  No.  2225. 


Business 
opportunities 


SMALL  family  business  manufactur- 
ing and  assembling  Pharmaceutical 
Products.  Turnover  —  £10,000.  Gross 
Profit  £7,000.  All  necessary  product 
and  manufacturing  licences  procured 
for  both  human  and  animal  con- 
sumption. Box  No.  2227. 


13  Atkyns  Road,  Oxford 

Lock-up  shop  in  block  of  nine  on 
Wood  Farm  Estate,  Headington, 
Oxford,  suitable  for  Dispensing 
Chemist. 

Three  surgeries  and  a  Health 
Centre  are  within  approximately 
one  mile's  radius  and  serve  the 
Estate  and  surrounding  areas. 
To  be  let  on  a  six-year  lease 
from  a  date  to  be  agreed. 
For  full  details  and  form  of 
tender  apply: 

The  City   Estates  Surveyor, 
St.  Aldate's  Chambers, 
St.  Aldate's, 
Oxford. 

Tel:  Oxford  49811 

Closing  date  15th  February,  1974. 


Please  address  Box  No. 
Replies  to 

Box  No  

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
25  New  Street  Square 
LONDON,  EC4A  3JA 


The  Trade  Marks  set  out  below 
were  assigned  on  2  November 
1973  by  Stewart  Goodall  &  Dun- 
lop  Limited  of  6  Blenheim  Place, 
Edinburgh  EH7  5JH  to  A.  B. 
Curtis  &  Company  Limited  of 
Walrow  Industrial  Estate,  High- 
bridge.  Somerset  WITHOUT  THE 
GOODWILL  OF  THE  BUSINESS 
IN  WHICH  THEY  WERE  THEN 
IN  USE. 

Registered  No.  410684.  Mark 
NUCTONE.  Goods  Toilet  prepara- 
tions for  the  hair. 

Registered  No.  512838.  Mark 
NUCTA.  Goods  Al|  gcods  in- 
cluded in  Class  48. 

Registered  No.  512839.  Mark 
NUCTONE.  Goods  All  goods  in- 
cluded in  Class  48  except  toilet 
preparations  for  the  hair. 
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Situations  vacant 
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HM  PRISON  AND 
BORSTAL  SERVICE 


r 


PHARMACEUTICAL  STAFF 

IN  THE  PRISON  SERVICE 


The  following  staff  are  required  in  the  Prison  Service 
due  to  vacancies  and  new  posts: 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIANS 

HM  Prison  HM  Prison 

Parkhurst  Road       Love  Lane 
Holloway  Wakefield 
London,  N7  Yorks 

Salary  scale  £1,134  rising  to  £1,533  plus  £80  per  annum 
environment  allowance  and  £126  per  annum  London 
Weighting  at  Holloway.  An  additional  allowance  may 
be  paid  to  applicants  having  exceptional  qualifications 
or  experience. 


SENIOR  PHARMACISTS 


HM  Prison 
Parkhurst  Road 
Holloway 
London,  N7 


HM  Prison 
Wormwood  Scrubbs 
Du  Cans  Road 
London,  W12 


Salary  scale  £1,809  rising  to  £2,235  plus  £115  per 
annum  environment  allowance  and  £126  per  annum 
London  Weighting.  Starting  pay  above  the  minimum  of 
the  scale  may  be  offered  to  candidates  with  previous 
National  Health  Service,  Government  Service  or  other 
comparable  experience. 


CHIEF  PHARMACIST 

HM  Prison 
Jebb  Avenue 
Brixton 
London,  SW2 

Salary  scale  £2,217  rising  to  £2,928  plus  £115  per 
annum  environment  allowance  and  £126  per  annum 
London  Weighting.  Starting  pay  above  the  minimum 
of  the  scale  may  be  offered  to  candidates  with  previous 
National  Health  Service,  Government  Service  or  other 
comparable  experience. 

Interesting  pharmaceutical  work.  Five  day  week. 
Posts   superannuable    under  National   Health  Service 
superannuation  scheme. 

Intending  applicants  may  obtain  further  information 
from  the  Head  Pharmacist:  HM  Prison,  Parkhurst,  Isle 
of  Wight  (Telephone:  098-381  3855). 
Application  forms  obtainable  from  the  Establishment 
Officer,  Home  Office,  Prison  Department  (R  10/10 
VDC),  Portland  House,  Stag  Place,  London,  SW1. 
Please  state  which  post  you  are  interested  in. 
CLOSING    DATE:   25   February  1974. 


HOME  OFFICE 


HOW  LONG  TILL 
YOU'RE  PROMOTED? 

Unqualified  assistant  with  a  flair  for  administration  and 
supervision  required  by  Independent  Pharmaceutical 
Organisation  at  their  East  London  Medical  Depot  for 
the  position  of  Assistant  Manager. 
The  salary  offered  will  reflect  the  interest  and  respon- 
sibility this  job  carries. 

Please  write  with  career  details  to: 

The  Manager,  Unichem  Limited, 
Westbury  Road,  Walthamstow,  E.17. 


Boehringer 
Ingelheim 

ASSISTANT 

TO  CHEMICALS 
DIVISION  MANAGER 


We  have  recently  moved  to  our  new 
headquarters  in  Bracknell,  Berkshire. 
The  continuing  expansion  of  our  U.K.  Sales 
of  Pharmaceuticals  and  Intermediates  now 
requires  the  appointment  of  a  young 
Assistant  to  the  Manager  of  our  Chemicals 
Division  to  cover  this  sector.  Some 
experience  in  this  field  is  essential  and 
technical  background  and  some  ability  in 
the  German  language  will  be  an  advantage. 
The  position  offers  career  prospects  and  a 
salary  range  of  £2,500-£3,500  plus  bonus. 
The  Company  operates  progressive 
personnel  policies  and  working  conditions 
in  a  completely  new  building  are  excellent. 
If  required,  Development  Corporation 
housing  may  be  made  available  under  the 
New  Town  housing  scheme. 

Please  apply  for  application  form  to  : 
Personnel  Officer, 
Boehringer  Ingelheim  Limited, 
Southern  Industrial  Estate, 
Bracknell,  Berkshire  RG12  4YS 
Tel.  Bracknell  24600. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

required  by  progressive  photo 
finishing  company.  Top  salary. 
Company  car  provided.  Phone 
01-459  8801  for  appointment  to 
interview. 

GRUNWICK  PROCESSING 
LABORATORIES  LTD., 
Cobbold  Road  Trading  Estate, 
Willesden,  London,  NW10. 


WELWYN    DEPARTMENT  STORE 


Pharmacist  required  for  small 
branch  of  a  large  department 
store.  Good  salary,  bonus  and 
staff  discount  offered.  Flat 
available  if  required.  Post  would 
suit  newly  qualified  man  or 
woman. 

Apply  to: 
L.  Griffin, 
Managing  Director, 
Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Herts. 

Tel:  Welwyn  Garden  23456 


HM  PRISON 
HOLLOWAY 

PHARMACIST 


A  sessional  pharmacist  is 
required  at  HM  Prison, 
Parkhurst  Road,  Holloway, 
London,  N7  (£4.23  per 
4  hour  session). 

Details  of  the  post  are 
available  from  the  Head 
Pharmacist,  HM  Prison, 
Parkhurst  (Telephone  No: 
098-381  3855)  to  whom 
applications  should  be 
addressed. 


PLEASE  MENTION  C  &  D  WHEN 
REPLYING  TO  ADVERTISEMENTS 
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William  Ransom  is  a  very  keen  gardener 

A  scientific  gardener,  who  justifiably  proud. 

grows  and  imports  large  When  you've  been  in 

quantities  of  raw  materials  -  business  for  one  hundred  and 

processes  them  to  perfection,  twenty  four  years  and  remained 

and  supplies  you  with  completely  independent  - 

galenicals  of  which  he  is  you've  got  to  be  good. 
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Lastolita  Foundation     Lastoyarn  Stockings.  Lastothread         Lastofine  Stockings.        Spanflex  Support  Elastic  Net 

Stockings.  The  standard  weight  Stockings.  Lightweight  elastic  Stockings.  Stockings. 

Lightweight  nylon-        elastic  in  cotton       Heavyweight  One-Way  yarn.  Very  lightweight         The  completely 

covered  elastic.  or  nylon.  Stretch.  Lycra/nylon  mixture.  made-to-measure 

stocking. 


Spanflex  Support       Lastolita  Foundation         Lastoyarn  Tights.         Lastofine  Tights.         Lastolita  Maternity 

Tights.  Tights.  The  standard  weight    Lightweight  elastic  Tights. 

Very  lightweight        Lightweight  nylon-  elastic  in  nylon.  yarn.  Adjustable  waistband 

Lycra/nylon  mixture.       covered  elastic.  and  special  front 

panel. 


First,  we  made  the  widest  range 

of  foundation  stockings. 
Now  we  make  tights  to  match. 


For  many  years,  you've  probably  known 
Lastonet  as  the  producers  of  the  widest  possible 
range  of  foundation  and  support  stockings. 

Butthafs  only  half  the  picture. 

Because  every  stocking  in  our  range 
is  also  available  in  a  tights  version  (except,  of 
course,  the  very  heavy  One-Way  Stretch). 

Which  makes  us  producers  of 
Britain's  widest  range  of  support  and 
foundation  tights,  too. 

It's  a  fact  which  opens  up  a  whole  new 
market  in  the  field  of  foundation  hosiery.  The 
young  market 

More  and  more  women  now 
recognise  that  at  some  time  in  their  lives  their 
legs  will  need  support. 

And  the  Lastonet  range  of  tights  and 
stockings  means  that  you're  completely 


equipped  to  meet  the  demand  from  all 
age  groups. 

Add  to  this  our  made-to-measure  Elastic 
Net  service  for  customers  who  can't  be  fitted 
from  stock,  our  first  class  delivery  service  and 
our  significant  trade  terms  and  you'll  see  why 

Lastonet  is  the  big  name  in  support  and 
m  foundation  hosiery. 

Our  team  of  highly  skilled  specialist 
representatives  calls  regularly  on  chemists 
throughout  the  country. 

If  you'd  like  to  be  amongst 
them,  just  get  in  touch  with  us  at  the 
address  below. 


lastonet 

Foundation  Stockings 
and  Tights 


Lastonet  Products  Limited,  Redruth,  Cornwall.  Telephone:  Camborne  4141 


